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EDITORIAL

Conditions and Trajectories of the Human
Person in the Post-Colony

The foundational ideas surrounding the nature of the human person
have been primarily articulated and solidified in well-established
national schools of thought emerging mainly from European and
American academies. Several of these articulations, nonetheless,
were also enmeshed with non-European conceptions of the person
gathered in the course of meaningful interactions between European
fieldworkers and their hosts in some other parts of the world deep
within the age of colonialism.

Marcel Mauss, for instance, drew heavily from the writings of
anthropologists and other fieldworkers working among aboriginal
Australians, the descendants of early native Americans, and an array
of Asian communities towards the culminating years of Western
colonialism in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. From
these assessments, Mauss presented a universalist idea of the person as
a rational, philosophical, and transcendental being configured by their
evolutionary antecedents and historical encounters. Marcel Griaule’s
conversation with Dogon elder Ogotemmeli in what was then a
colonial French Sudan served as a basis for his conceptualization of an
idea a person interweaved around complex indigenous philosophies.
This philosophy is rooted from an intricate cosmology centered on
the earth and a spirituality connected to human genes attached to the
earth. Consequently, these thoughts extend the question of human
existence to the hand of nature itself. While imbued with the legacy
of Western colonial project, these thoughts, among others, continue
to influence the analysis, interrogation, and even the rethinking of the
universal category of the person up into the postcolonial world.

Contributions carried in this volume do not intend to re-litigate
the colonialist undertones of the continuing project of conceptualizing
the person but, rather, offer yet another universal articulation of the
subject that takes into account the contextual circumstances, histories,
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and trajectories of the colonial and postcolonial experience. These
writings are initiated with a longer view of enriching our common
understanding of the human person and draw from it some thinking on
the nature of the self in the Global South, being a figurative reference
to a sea of humanity implicated by the injustice of the colonial past,
postcolonial disparities, global inequality, and the dynamic responses
to these conditions.

Furthermore, viewpoints offered in this collection are mainly
engendered in the contingencies, intricacies, and complexities of
living, interacting, and being native to the Philippine corner of the
Global South. These perspectives examine differently situated human
experiences as they relate to the philosophy of oneself, deal with
violence and suffering, engage the struggle against the precarity of
being denied the basic human need for a dwelling while also directing
our collective attention to the value of non-human subjects as a site of
enquiry on the future of culture.

Albert E. Alejo originally wrote “Loob as Relational Interiority:
A Contribution to the Philosophy of the Human Person” in Filipino,
his first language, to revisit and expand the arguments posited in
his other ontological treatises on the nature of the Self. Alejo, who
authored several works in English, opted to write in his native medium
and then collaborate with Julia Riddle in nuancing its translation to
present a Filipino ontology on the interiority of the human person.
In this discussion, the self comes across as all at once affected by and
also affecting the political, moral, and ordinary and extraordinary
circumstances in which oneself is embedded. This perspective further
views the self as but not solely an embodied existence nor even a space
in which social relations are lived but rather a world of meaningful
human engagements wherein all at once individualised, socialised,
and enabled with the capacity to be resilient and take action. Alejo
mobilizes a Filipino phenomenological understanding of the self that
refrains from reducing it to the duality of mind and body, interiority
and exteriority, or individuality and collectivity. In this thought, the
contextual reality over which a person thrived is simultaneously
permeated by the human sense of involvement, sociality and solidarity,
and experiences of fissures that constrains or emancipates.

To some degree, Jojo M. Fung and his fellow Jesuit co-authors
Manoling Francisco and, again, Albert Alejo, take the discussion
of constraints and emancipation into the notion of confession and
conversion of a supposed cold-blooded executioner of the so-called
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bloody drug war in the Philippines. The triumvirate’s work, “War on
Drugs: The Church’s Resilient Mission of Resistance” presents a clerical
response to the issue of killings while also opening deeper insights into
the interiority and transmogrification of a person acutely entangled in
horrific acts of human atrocity.

Chester Arcilla further examines the complex issue of constraints
in “Producing Empty Socialized Housing: Privatizing Gains, Socializing
Costs, and Dispossessing the Filipino Poor.” Axcilla takes into this
discussion the financial notion of “moral hazard,” which he critically
reviewed and reconceptualized into a sociological frame aimed at
identifying the material conditions of inequality that reproduce
the profound absence of state accountability to homeless and other
plebeian citizens.

Finally, Raul Pertierra anticipates the dawning of a new cultural
era marked by the vicissitudes of authenticity, the real, and the
simulacra given the concentration of global consumption patterns
of revolutionary digital communication technologies into the hands
of the youth. In his piece, Are the Youngsters Taking Over? The Second
Modernity and the Digital Generation,” Pertierra contends of a growing
disconnect between the established and the emerging generations on
how new technology can be productively galvanized, a situation that
is, in turn, propelling the “youthification of culture.” This condition
prompts Pertierra to foresee the heightening of our collective sense
of human agency while we make use of, interact with, and get deeply
entangled into the social life of non-human subjects as a productive
field of academic enquiry.

'The current volume brings into the Global South conversation the
subjectivity and intersubjectivity and also the objectivity and inter-
objectivity of locating the human condition within the experiences
of living in its societies while also pointing to the social worlds and
objects that humanity has to deal with in a rapidly accelerating future.
These conditions are bound to further implicate and complicate the
examination of the nature of the person in the context of his or her
circumstances. On this end, this volume proposes that the thinking
situated in and emerging from the complexities of the Global South
can serve as useful frames for the continuing project of knowing the
human person.

JOSE JOWEL CANUDAY
Ateneo de Manila University
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