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Auratic Series

“Auratic” is a series of digitally enhanced photographs taken during 
Holy Week, in 2021, as an attempt at rummaging for some light in 
bleak times. During the week, our Jesuit community started the 
house lockdown and strict quarantine measures, as some of our 
members were tested positive with the COVID-19 virus. We were 

Jason Dy, SJ

Auratic Series 1 (Holy Wednesday) 
4032 × 3024 Pixels 

Posted on FB Cover Page, 31 March 2021, 11:03 AM 
 

“What has happened? Light has for the first time penetrated into the closed dungeons 
of human and cosmic suffering and dying. Pain and death receive meaning.”

—Hans Urs von Balthasar, “The Cross For Us,” an excerpt 
from A Short Primer For Unsettled Laymen
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also mourning the sudden passing of Fr. Salty de la Rama, SJ. Salty 
died of cardiac arrest in his office at the ADMU Grade School and 
was tested positive with the virus postmortem. He was part of our 
liturgical team at the Radyo Katipunan to bring the daily masses 
online via Facebook and YouTube. As he was the lector and acolyte, 
I was the florist and set designer. 

The original images were photographs of the imported stargazer 
lilies and Baguio-grown large anthuriums that were pinned on 
the yellowed walls of the Jesuit Communications studio on the 
ground floor of the Sonulux Building, where the online masses were 
streamed live. After each floral arrangement, the fresh leaves and 
cut flowers were either hung or pinned on the wall to allow them 
to wilt and dry. They became materials for future arrangements, 
or artifacts of the past arrangements. I found an unusual beauty 
in them. They are fragile structures of their once-fresh blooms or 
sprouts, which, like all plants, bloom, wither, and die in order for 
seeds to sprout, grow, and fruit. 

During those bleak times, when the nameless pandemic wore 
the faces and names of friends, colleagues, family members, and 
communities I’m part of, I was searching for some light. Through 
digital manipulations, I sensed this longing as I saw some kind of 
virtual aura, or the lack of it. In some photographs, the filter showed 
the faint glow overshadowed by darkened negative spaces; in others, 
the brighter glow broke from the crisped surfaces of dried petals. 

I offer these not just as visual metaphors of my search for some 
light in bleak times but as an affirmation of some light already 
present even when my own eyes fail to see them.
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Auratic Series 2 (Maundy Thursday) 
4248 × 5664 Pixels 

Posted on FB Cover Page, 01 April 2021, 10:35 AM 

“The real test of a saint is not one’s willingness to preach the gospel, but one’s willingness 
to do something like washing the disciples’ feet—that is, being willing to do those 

things that seem unimportant in human estimation but count as everything to God.”
—Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest (1992)
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Auratic Series 3 (Good Friday)
4032 × 3024 Pixels

Posted on FB Cover Page, 02 April 2021, 07:05 AM

“The One who is the Beauty itself let himself be slapped in the face, spat 
upon, crowned with thorns; the Shroud of Turin can help us imagine this 
in a realistic way. However, in his Face that is so disfigured, there appears 

the genuine, extreme beauty: the beauty of love that goes ‘to the very 
end’; for this reason it is revealed as greater than falsehood and violence.” 

—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, “Contemplation of Beauty,” 
an excerpt from a message sent to a meeting of the ecclesial 

movement Communion and Liberation in August 2002.
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Auratic Series 4 (Black Saturday)
5664 × 4248 Pixels

Posted on FB Cover Page, 03 April 2021, 07:28 AM

“The gates of death are closed, no one can return from there. There is no key for 
those iron doors. But Christ has the key. His Cross opens wide the gates of death, 
the stern doors. They are barred no longer. His Cross, his radical love, is the key 
that opens them. The love of the One who, though God, became man in order to 

die—this love has the power to open those doors. This love is stronger than death. 
The Easter icons of the Oriental Church show how Christ enters the world of the 
dead. He is clothed with light, for God is light. ‘The night is bright as the day, the 

darkness is as light’ (cf. Ps 138[139]12).” 
—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, an excerpt taken from his 2007 Easter Vigil homily



art folio

3 4 6

Auratic Series 5 (Easter Sunday)
4032 × 3024 Pixels

Posted on FB Cover Page, 04 April 2021, 12:07 AM

“You can cut all the flowers but you cannot keep spring from coming.” 
—Pablo Neruda, Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair (2006)
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Ja s on  Dy 
jkdy@ateneo.edu  Ateneo de Manila University

Jason Dy is a Jesuit priest and Filipino contemporary artist who is currently 
lecturing at the Fine Arts Department of the Ateneo de Manila University, 
Quezon City. He is a self-taught artist who developed his artistic interests by 
attending art workshops, art classes, art conferences, and art exhibitions, as 
well as integrating art into his studies in theology and his pastoral ministry. 
In 2013, after being a parochial vicar at Sacred Heart Parish, Cebu City, 
and holding his solo exhibition Testimony of What Remains at the Fernando 
Amorsolo Gallery, Cultural Center of the Philippines, he pursued his graduate 
studies in the arts, namely, MA by Creative Practice and MA in Art History 
and Curating at Liverpool Hope University, UK. Through his graduate studies, 
he is able to articulate his current creative practice that investigates into “the 
community and studio-based responses to changing religious and cultural 
circumstances, locations and events.”

Rofel was his teacher when he was a Jesuit junior and he learned to appreciate 
Filipino literature, especially poetry, through him as mentor. Rofel considers 
Fr. Jason as one of “his sons.”
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