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Michelle Peñaloza 

Para Kay Tito Rofel, Our Family’s First Poet

I am possible because your life made mine  
possible—one of letters and travel and love  
of language and food and tsimis and kwento  
about our family—not that we can travel  
now (I don’t know that I could even send a  
letter from Mendocino County to San Pablo  
City) nor are you my father, but you keep  
him, knew him, loved him. You help me hold  
his memory, his love in this world and as a  
poet you might’ve noticed how many times  
I’ve used the word love, here, and I mean to  
because this poem is for you. Ang pinaka-una  
sa aming pamilya: how much love did it take  
to be the first, to sow love in so many  
countries? Ilang puso? Sa pagtaas ng iyong  
kilay, I learned kababayan at kapwa and  
kalayaan in the long reach of your laughter,  
sa iyong pag-ibig.
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