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Locker: Editor's Preface

EDITOR’S PREFACE

n his article, “Mystical Experience as Situated in Rulla’s Three

Dimensions of Self-Transcendent Consistency Theory,” Michael

C. Porcia, S.J. explores mystical experience as a mediated
phenomenon influenced by the nature and context of the human
person. He emphasizes God’s respect for human freedom and the
role of psychological constitution in spiritual transcendence. Rulla’s
self-consistency theory introduces three dimensions of freedom for
self-transcendence. First, the disposition of the human person to
either virtue or sin, second, the disposition of the human person to
the disposition of the human person to either the real good or the
apparent good and third, the disposition of the human person to either
normality or pathology.

The Ignatian discernment of spirits is proposed as a framework for
evaluating mystical experiences. Porcia aims to merge psychology with
spirituality to explore mystical experience as an indirect and mediated
phenomenon, emphasizing the consciousness of God’s presence and
the compromise of interior human freedom by self-gratifying needs. He
acknowledges unconscious limitations in the human psyche that hinder
transcendence and highlights the mediation of mystical experience
through human freedom to receive God’s grace to varying degrees.

Fang Hua’s study “All-Under-Heaven” examines the concept of
“all-under-Heaven” as a framework for introducing Christ in Chinese
culture. It utilizes the Pastoral Cycle method from the Federation
of Asian Bishops’ Conferences and emphasizes the integration of
historical-theological analysis. The research highlights the importance
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of incorporating the Gospel into the Chinese notion of “all-under-
Heaven” to address the societal influences of Marxism, Leninism, and
Mao-Zedong-Thought. By exploring the Chinese ideal of Great Unity
(Da Tong) and the Judeo-Christian tradition of a heavenly God, the
study suggests that “all-under-Heaven” can establish a theological basis
for harmony and the unity of humanity under divine principles. The
ultimate goal is to present “all-under-Heaven” as a vision for merging
Christian theology with Chinese cultural and spiritual traditions.

In his article, “Maryam’s Immaculate Conception,” Renato Taib
Oliveros explores the theological similarities between Catholic and
Muslim beliefs concerning Mary, with a focus on the Immaculate
Conception doctrine. He highlights the significance of Mary in both
religions and emphasizes the potential for enhancing Muslim-Catholic
relations in Southeast Asia. The text also discusses the spiritual practices
of Catholics and Muslims, drawing parallels between the Rosary and
Islamic daily remembering. Additionally, it delves into the significance
of Mary’s role in both religions and her submission to God’s will. In
both Islam and Catholicism, reciting the Rosary and daily remembrance
serve as spiritual exercises, offering guidance for those unable to
read religious texts. This practice in Islam can be traced back to the
Sufi mystic Ibn Arabi, who meditated on the lives of Biblical figures
mentioned in the Qur’an. Similarly, praying the Rosary for Catholics is
a way to recall the life of Jesus, with Mary playing a central role. Both
traditions emphasize the importance of remembering the teachings
and deeds of these religious figures.

Vince Henry M. Salles’ “The Biblical Foundations of the Marian
Title Solace of Migrants” discusses the Biblical basis of the new title
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, “Solace of Migrants,” introduced by Pope
Francis in 2020. This title, Salles argues, is rooted in two New Testament
stories: the Holy Family’s journey to Bethlehem and their Flight to
Egypt, portraying Mary as a migrant experiencing the challenges
of journeying and settling in a foreign land. Francis emphasizes the
Church’s duty to care for migrants and refugees, drawing inspiration
from Mary as a symbol of charity. He entrusts them to Mary’s
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intercession and highlights her as their Solace, reflecting the Church’s
role as a Solace for Migrants. By emulating Mary’s charitable actions,
the Church fulfills Christ’s commandment of love for all. Through
love, the Church can be a compelling example and draw people to
Christ’s teachings, offering migrants a haven of peace and hospitality.

Ryan Janelle A. Salvacion’s article, “A New Look at the Marian
Dogmas in Sacred Scripture Through the Lens of the Fathers of
the Church,” explores the teachings of the Church Fathers on the
Marian dogmas: Divine Maternity, Perpetual Virginity, Immaculate
Conception, and Bodily Assumption into Heaven. It highlights the
Fathers’ interpretations of Mary in the Bible and their exegetical
perspectives. His aim is to demonstrate how historical-critical exegesis
can interpret Scripture correctly from patristic-medieval exegesis. The
study argues that the Church’s Marian beliefs are rooted in Sacred
Scripture and the teachings of the Church Fathers. It analyses the
historical-critical method in terms of creating doubt about the Mary of
faith and advocates for interpreting the Bible with faith as the starting
point. Salvacion believes that embracing faith, not doubt or suspicion,
is crucial for Biblical exegesis and hermeneutics.

In “Safeguarding and Homosexuality”, James McTavish, EM.V.D.
focuses on promoting a culture of safeguarding, particularly for those
vulnerable to abuse, including individuals with same-sex attraction
(SSA). He stresses the importance of considering sexual orientation
in safeguarding, as homosexual individuals are at specific risk of
abuse. The article provides sensitive and respectful insights into the
correlation between homosexuality and abuse, offering specific details
to aid in formulating a safeguarding vision that addresses the reality
of people with SSA. The United States bishops acknowledge the
challenges of contemporary culture in accepting Catholic teaching on
homosexuality, but groups like Courage and Encourage are making a
positive impact. Despite the struggles and self-mastery involved, the
Church encourages persons with a homosexual inclination to pursue
holiness. This individual journey inevitably involves following the way
of the Cross.
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Archbishop Antonio J. Ledesma S.J.’s catechesis, “Amoris Laetitia
on Natural Family Planning,” explains that Amoris Laetitia envisions
Responsible Parenthood and Natural Family Planning as integral to
the calling of families. Couples are encouraged to exercise responsible
parenthood by using their freedom wisely and considering social and
personal circumstances. This requires the formation of conscience, as
decisions about parenthood depend on it. Recently, Francis and the
Bishops highlighted the benefits of natural family planning methods,
citing their promotion of tenderness between spouses and the
encouragement of authentic freedom. The RP-ANFP program has
been successful in providing information on modern natural family
planning methods, with over 28,000 couples in the Archdiocese of
Cagayan de Oro adopting these methods over the past 17 years. The
Standard Days Method has been particularly popular among couples,
with over 40% choosing this simplified approach. Ledesma concludes
that today, our society is diverse in terms of religious beliefs and daily
living circumstances. Families, schools, and churches are urged to
promote the development of an informed conscience. Archbishop
Ledesma’s program, All-NFP, encompasses all modern NFP methods
and aims to involve all families in our communities. It advocates NFP
without combining it with contraceptives and seeks to collaborate
with family-oriented government agencies at national and local levels
to promote natural family planning,

Dr. theol. Markus Locker, Ph.D.
Editor-in-Chief
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