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SABI NI ‘SIR’ .

The Journey of man
through the ages is no-
thing but a Journey from
darkness to enlightecnment,
from ignorance to know-
ledge. No man ever fought
and died for freedom with-
cut first knowing what
freedom is.

Pres, Marcos, Symposium
nn National Development,
June 3, 1973

.. Fa 1/ YOUNG FILIPING

of

the national

free

FM LIFTS EFFECTS
OF MARTIAL LAW

President Marcos has
lifted the effects of martial
jaw from Dec. 29 to Jan-
vary 31, 1980 “except in
areas that the military au-
thorities may consider cri-
tical.” This is in order to
generate free debate in
the campaign for the Jan.
30 local elections, accord-
ing to Marcos,
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NINOY'S LETTER 10 PAENG

Beyond the reach
of fear, threats

-

LOCAL

POLLS

Opposition is set
to proclaim bets

ALL ABOUT WE’

The united opposition is set to proclaim

its candidates for local elective posts through-

out the country as it filed last Wednesday
(Dec. 26) before the Commission on Elections
a petition for registration under the name
“NWational Union for Liberation” (NUL).

NINOY AND CORRIE—Above is a file cut of ex
Sen. Benigno Aquing, Jr. and wife Corrie taken dur-
ing their 25th wedding anniversary last October Ni-
noy is spending the holidays at his Q.C. home on a
17-day pass granted by authorities,

(The following Is a leiter of ExSen. Benigno Aquino, Jr.
C. Yabut, the popular radio-
commentator, on occasion of Yabuil's birthday last Deo. 10.

to his fellow delainee Rafael

—ED)

AQUINO’S
AT HOME

Opposition leader ex-
Sen. Benigno Aquino, Jr.,
is quietly spending his

Dear Paeng:

TFor one who has been
deprived of his basic hu.
man rights, it is indeed
a cruel and an ironic co-
incldence of fate that
Human Rights Day had
to fall on your birthday.
I pray, the President will

'Weekly tests

RP democracy

(The following article came out in the Dec. 19,
1979 issue of the Asian Wall Street Journal. It was
written by its correspondent in Manila, Michael T.

! Malloy — ED)

MANILA — A {entative tion of the newspaper’s

This developed as  the
Lakag ng Bayan (LABAN)

and the Liberal Party se-
parately anounced thal
they will not field their

candidates either in Metro
Manila or elsewhere in the
country. But the groups’
respeetive spokesmen told

WE that they are mem-
Lers of the National Dnion
for Liberation and ag such
will actively, campaign for
the united opposition's can:

d¢idatee in the provinces.
Aside from LABAN and
the LP, the other member-
(Page 6. please)

step toward Philippine
democracy will be tested
at the end of this month
when the publishing per-
mit expires for a bhold
little weekly named WE.

permit is especially signi-
ficant because Fllipinos
on Jan, 30 will get their
first chance in more than
eight years to clect their
mayors and governors.

People have had

Renewal or cancella-

JUSTICE MU\()/ PALMA A>KS

What are our
options ftoday?

PART 11

(Page 5, pleas:)

enough -- DM

Diosdado Macapaga] is
the grand old man of
Philippine polities — and
one of the most outspok-
en critics of his coun.
try’s current leader, Fer-
dinand Marcos. Macapa-
gal, 70, the only living
former President of the
Philippines, is one of the
founding members of a
grass-roots coalition to

bhattle Marcos’s martial-
law regime. In New York,
Macapagal spoke recent-
ly with Newsweek’s Nikl
Lee about the growing
opposition to the Marcos
governiment. Excerpts:
LEE: What is the great.
est threat to President
Marcos today?
MACAPAGAL: The Fi-
(Page 5, pleasz)

release you today as a fit-
ting, symbolic demonstra-
tion of this government's
oft-repeated commitment
to human rights.

Two mmonths before
you were arrested, I was
allowed for the first time
since 1972 to listen to lo-

(Page 5, pleasz)

Christmas holidays with
his wife Corrie and child-
dren at home.

The former Tarlac se-
nator was earlier grante:
a two-week pass by Pre-
sident Marcos—from Deec
22 to January 7.

(Page 6, pleace)

Spealz up!

EMANCIPATION FROM WHAT?

by JAIME B. DALVI
13th Street, Bacolod City

It all started with the
Presidential Decree No,
27, the so-called “Ten-
ant's Emancipation
Law.) Emancipation
from what? To begin
with, there iIs a saying
that says: “There are no
tyrants where there are
no slaves.” The rilce and

corn landowners
compelled their tenants
to till their land and
share the crop raised
with them. The share.
the-crop agreement en
tered into by the land-
owners with their ten-
ants wag resorted to by

(Page 4, please)

*LOCAL POLLS UNCONSTITUTIONAL
WRITES RAUL GONZALEZ . P

never

As I have stated ear-

Martial law in the Phil-

lier, I likewise reject m ippines today Is an instl-
status quo on martial tution or condition gepa.
law, (Page 6, plzase)

COED—Cynthia “Tinggay" Avena,

ig 20 years

cld and a 3ry year businesg management student at

the Atencso

9 ing

o

She loves emoting in the stage and bak-

NATIONALIST ALTERNATIVE

The human cost

by RENATO CONSTANTINO

PART V

Central Bank statistics also show that although
the money wage rate climbed to 210 per cent in 1978
(using 1966 as base year), the consumer price index
went up to 332.4 per cent, Thus, the real wage rate
went down to 63.4 per cent.

What is miore disturbing 1s the fact that among
ten countries in the Asia-Pacilic region, the Philip-
vines has the lowest wage structure. The disparities
can be better concretized if one compares what the
Fllipino worker gets per month to the second lowest
as well as the highest In different fields: in produc-
tion — $71 vs. $104 for the Indonesian and $610 for
the Japanese; irt administrative and managerial posts
— $46G4 vs. $585 for the Korean and $1,542 for the
Australian; and clerical work — $96 vs. §176 for the
Thai and $727 for the Australian. The figures are
derived from an annual survey of salaries and wages
In transnational corporations in the region for 1976.

All thesge {indings are shrugged off as a necessary
price of development; the advocates of neocolonial in-
dustriallzation counter that the Philippines is only
on the take-off stage of her own economliec “miracle”
and prediet that things will get better in the future.
The Human Cost of “Economile Miracles”

Perhaps what can be done to estimate what the
Filipino people’s future will be Is to see what has hap
pened In countries that have travelled the same road.

(Page 4, please)
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BEST FROM THE DAILIES

PULSE

Editorial

A NEW YEAR'S PRAYER

Almighty God, the Grantor of all rights,
the Wielder oi' all power, look down upon us,
Filipinos, as we step into a New Year and be-
gn anew a decade that poses so much chal
lenges amid the crucible of oppression, pov-
erty and temptation.

Grant us, we beseech You, to strenghten
us in hurdling all adversities and keep us uni-
ted in truth and freedom as we chart our own
destiny without fear nor hate

Give our leaders the wisdom to know and
de what is right—not for their sake —but for
the sake of their people, Imbue in them the
humility to accept their mistakes and the for-
titude to correct such mistakes.

Abaove all, shower on our people the spi-
rit of decisiveness in combatting the ills that
beget them so that in the final reckoning, they
will be masters, nut sluves of no one. This
we heg You, in the name of luove and justice
Amen

MOST VENDIBLE PLAYER

You made me a supérstar, remember

You featured me on a magazine cover

And once I was on top, and saw the view
from there

How could I ever stop
the glare?

to think—with all

The man of letters and the builder

The man of virtue and the philosopher
They never make the magazine cover

Rut we made it many times over

We who are the editor’s choice by far
The basketball player and the bomba star

For we are part of the circus

The circus goes hand in hand with the bread

To keep the people’s thirst for freedom
restrained

We are all supposed to keep them entertained

Now I used to play for fun

But they tauglht me to play for pay

To play for more and mere pay

Until all the fun was gone one day

Then I was paid better to play better
Placed under contract to play to the letter

WIE is published weekly by the J. BURGOS ME.
DIA SERVICES with editorinl and business offices
at Mezzanine, Natienal Press Club Bldg, Magallanes
Drive, Intramuros, Manila, Tel. Ne. 474533, Reen.
tered as a second class mail matter at the Manlla
Central Post Office an Neov, 27, 1878, PCPM Certi.
ficate of Registration No, 387

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: P24, one year; P12, 6
months,

JOSE G. BORGOS, JR.
Publisher.Edior

TO SFEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH
A VISION,

AND SHARE

THANK YOU TO

ONE AND ALL

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

To all our faithiul read-
ers and supporters, we ol-
ter the following piayer ol
rra Giovanni (10l3 AD))
ag a way ol saying “Thank
you so much anu heres
wishing you a blessed New
Year:'

“The gloom of the world
is but a shadow. Behind it,
yet within reach, ig Joy
‘I'here is radiance and glo
ry i darkness, could we
but see, and Lo see we have
only to look. We beseech
you to look.

“And so, at this vime, we
greet you, Not quite as the
world sendg greetings, oul
with profound esteerm, and
yiithh the prayer that for
you now and forever, the

any breaks and the sha-
gows flee away.”
- - -

The preblem of  Presi

dent Marcos in the forthco-
ming elections is not sO
much the opposition which
is now ready to slug it out
throughout the country
come January 30 but how
to please all his loyal men
and women who want to
run under the ruling KBL

party

0, the other hand, the
cpposition has adopted a
wait-see attitude over the
KBL bickerings. Once ‘he
Marcos group breaks, ex-
pect the opposition to pick
up the pieceg and support
the disgruntled candidates

who may still insist on
running.
- - -
Here's one from our
mallbag:
“Dear Sirs,
T Huy your sometimes-

publication with the ridicu-
lous sentimenf that, my
God, its the least and only
resl thing I'm doing for
my country I wonder how
many other people do the
same. Your stuff is pene-
rally the kind read by
scholars 1Ip the social
welence field or “‘affected

segments” ol a certain 1Q.
stuen ag my lather Sull i
lcaves that certain  retch-
g altertaste that comes
lium Uying to swallow the
lacis o1 e Lets all jusi
discu.

Itg not ag though the
raijonal thinking you re
present paints a pessimistic
view. Having iaken your
stond as a vocal opposition,
L think you ought to be
commended for the hope
fulness you have shown. |
can say thig from the side
of unreason, from the side
.l the feclings we can'l
~ustity; for instance, from
the sidg of the nightmares
we have over militarjza-
uon. Not even Freud would
understand.

I'm talking about social
trauma, and it has no sa-
pient voice. It makes eve-
ryvihing absurd. Escalating
Foverty is absurd by being
a tact of life. When you've
1ollowed Family Planning
and paid all your taxeg
and invested in the bonds
prescribed, it still doesn't
inake sense! The peso
tieats longer than Noah's
finod.

Ynangbayan ecomes on
like a beauty queen— who
conld puess that the besi
of her jewels are Iy, hock’
Shes number two in US
mmmigrations; anyway Me-
Nxico had th. favor, Some
of her children will never
retern.,

Meantime the lights go
off and on for Pavlov's
dogs; it makes them feel
helpless. They sit on the
floop and whine and take
the ghock

I could wish T received
diplomatic mail.

At least we have a mass
Religlion always gives me

A sense of community
I'iease inform th. Cardi-
nal to be eareful about

this exercise, Praying is a
dangerous affair, like edu-
cation. Haven't you ever

When someone offered me more, much more
For me to play and not to score

Till I was confused as hell

In this aura of buy and sell

joaquin r., roces
1979

VIEW-
POINT

LOCAL POLLS UNCONBTITUTIONAL

By RAUL

More than anything else,
1 would like Lo greet U
readers ol Wi in purticu-
lur, and the Vlipne peos
pie in geneval, witih & wish
and a prayer that this
Christmasude will  bring
themn cheeis and the bless:
ings of a kind providence
in order give them
hopes ior d better 19380,
indgeea, for our people, no-
B Hiucil s Aokl CACEP

(U L pe—siice nupe spi Ings

Lo

cielligh  in the human
Leaits, Wiul the Ireedoms
Us lI'l'cly

sU lullg demied
1 be restored and de-
\\'e nuw
words will
sOVe-

Tl |
ncracy which
[.Il'i;it.'ll.al.l‘ oniy 1n
pe returned w Lile
re)gn peovple as guaranteed
Ly our coullstiluion,

Seven long years ol male
{ial law must have drain-
¢l so much ol our Lopes
but lel us not be dismay-
ed. The advent ol Christ-
mas and the coming ol A
New Year always give Us
sume upliftment wmeh help
1o rekindle our spirits and
ellergles in order to meet
the challenggs of the co-
ming year. This Yuletiwde,
therefore, should be a mo-
nmient ol rebirth — of our
jaded hopes and dreams
and a moment for reflec-
{inon and a look al our in-
ner sedves and find out if
we, as a people have done
cur share in the national
¢iforts to keep this nation
2 nation of free men, a
1and of the free and a fit-
ting home of the brave

Mr. Marcos and his Ba-
tasap, Pambansa have set
January 30 as the date for
local elections. Again the
next trick and scheme to
prevent the opposition
from organizing some
sporting chance to win
have been effected. With
all the holidays of the
Christmas seasop and peo-
ple too busy spending their
last centavos ip qift giving
and gift sharing, it is ma-
nifest that all the lopsided
advantages to assuire a
KBL victory have been
set. Of course under mar
tial law this is the oniy
kind of election one can
expect—a facade of demo-
cracy beneath of which
remaing the dictatorship.

noticed its always the stu-
dents? Always., Education
is naturally subversive 10
the interests of the state.
They should se]l more nu
tri-buns.

Had enough? 1 have had
{o live with unprintables

i, the most unprintable
sense  Please understand
that any rational schiz

would withhold his identi-
iy (les). Anyway 1 once
dreamed there was a
Checkpoint Charlie at our
local poll—we hold it in a
church—and they tried to
convince me I wasnt my
name and I didn't exist.
Sinee then I've been think-
ing about it, It seems I
could be better off so.

Your Sometimes Reader

M. GONZALEZ

Unfortunatey, it i1s my
view that setting January
30 ag election day is viola-
tive of Section 6, Article
A1l of the 1973 Constitu-
tio; which provides that
“Unless otherwise fixed by
the Commission opn Elec:
tions in special cases, the
election period shall com-
mence 90 days before the
day of election and shall
end 30 days thereafter” In
the present instance, the
Batasan-Marcog election
bilt violates the aforesaid
provision in at least two
ways: first January 30,
1680 is less thap 90 days
from the date when the
bill was signed last Decem-
per 22; secondly, thig is a
general election and could
not be considered a "“spe:
cial case” which can be
fixed at a shorter period
by the Comelec Besides,
assuming ip gratia argw
menti that this is a spesial
case, the power to shorten
the 90 day election period
is vested in the Comelec,

not the Batasarn, not on

Marcos.
But pardon me, ladies
znd gentlemen: | almost
to-

forgot that afler all,
day, there is really no dis-
tinction between Mr. Mar
cog and the Batasan or the
Comelec

By the way, a naughly
nows item appeared in the
papers a few days back
which speculated that an
“opposition figure' may
te named Cebu Governor
Last Sunday the papers
were quoted that a spokes-
man in Malacanang sald
that My Marcos Is "not
stupid” so why sheuld he
name an opposition figure
as Cebu Governor. Of
course why should he? But
if he does, there are always
plenty of fake oppositio:
nists who could be tapped
in Cebu.

| would like to thank the
Philippine Transition Gov-
crnment Association (Phil-
tranga) for having awanrded
me a plaque last December
19 which, however, | fail
ed to personally receive
because | did not know |
was an awardee. The award
cileg me as “an outstand-
ing critic of martial law”
and conisidering the distin-
guished names behind the
crganization, | am certain-
Iy most proud of the honor
The award is more signifi
cant to me because | now
realize that, even during
this long dark night, there
are still organizations
which have no trepidation
in giving recognition to
those who dissent for free-
dom.

Again, from the bottom
of my heart, thank you
one and all, It was an ho-
nop for me and for our
humble paper—WE, Merry
Christmas and may free
dom be ours in the New
Year
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KBL candidates for MM

In three cities and four
towns of Metro Manila, the
cuandidates for mayor ot
the KBL have been ascer-
tained. I'hey are:

Manila—wmayor
D. Bagatsing;

Caloocap City— Acling
City Mayor Virgilio P Ro-
bles;

Pasay City—Mayor Pa-
blo Cuneta;

Makati — Mayor Neme-
sio I. Yabut;

San Juanp—Mayor Joseph
Estrada;.

Muntinglipa — Mayor
Maximino Argana; and

Ramon

Malabon—Mayor May-
nardo Espiritu.
Their candidacics were

assured following their ov-
erwhelming orsements
Ly the KBL cuupters - in
their respective localities.
Their choice ag official
bels will merely be ratified
by their party conventions
which President Marcos, as
KBL president, has de
creed for thig Saturday.

In Quezop City, it is a
toss-up  between Mayor
Adelina S. Rodriguez and
MMC Assistant to the
Gov. Ismael A Mathay, Jr,
There are reports, how-
ever, that when a group
of local KBL-NP leaders
called on the Presrdent
yesterday (Sunday), Pre-
sident Marcos intimated
that Mayor Rodriguez may
ruy, for governor of Rizal
inasmuch as her husband,
Gov. Isidro Rodriguez,
would be appointed minis-
ter of sports and youth
development.

In the municipalities of
Marikina, Valenzuela and
Navotas, the respectivg In-
cumbent mayors—Osmiin-
do de Guzman, Geronimo
Angeles and TFelipe del
Rosario—have the edge.
Del Rosario of Navotas,
who hag undergone medi-
cal treatment in the U.S.,
is said to have been cured
of his aijlment.

For the vice-mayoralty
candidate in Manila, Ba-
patlsing is reported to have
picked Mrs. Avrora Panli-
lio, head of the Manila
couneil of barangavs and
rresident of the Katipunan
ni mga Barangay ng Ka-
lakhang Maynila

In Caloocan City, the
17BL chapter hag voted for
Erlito S. Fider, the ma-
yor's execulive assigtant
and son of Assemblvman
Alex Fider, as the stan-
dard bearer for vice-ma-
yor,

BARANGAY POLLS
SLATED FEB.?

Will the barangay elec-
tlons be held next Februa-
ry, following the Jan. 30
local polls?

This is the conjecture
i;; political circles, based
on reports that President
Marcog and the KBL's cen-
tral committee have agreed
to hold the election for
barangay officials Imme-
alately after the selection
of provincial, eity and mu-~

nicipal officials.

Ap immedjate election
ol barangay captains and
councilmen is held proba-
ble in the light of Presi-
dent Marcos’ announce-
ment that the local polls
have to be conducted early
in 1980 because world de-
velopments,  particularly
the increase in cruds oil
prices, may militate ag-
ainst the holding of such
elections,

There are talks that the
barangay poll may come
by the middle of Febrna-

, the exact date to be
1xed by President Magcos
in a proclamation o de-
Cree.

Some  Metro Manila
ouarters, however, said
that the election of baran
gay officials should be pre-
ceded by a restructuring
of the barangay set-up,
particularly in the four ci
tles of Manila. Quezon,
Caloocap and Pasay.

SEMINAR ON
B’GAY COURTS

MANILA—A total of
1,800 barangay leaders en-
ded their month-long se-
minar workshop on the
Katarungang Pambaran-
gay last Friday at fitting
closing ceremonies, held
at the Pamantasan ng
Lungsod ng Maynila, with
Chief Justice Enrique Fer-
nando as guest of honor.

Barangay leaders who
participated in the work-
shopg and were taught the
mechanics of the barangay
courts as provided for un-
der Presidential Decree
No. 1508 were the 900 ba~
rangay captaing and 900
barangay secretaries.

Among the resource per-
sons who discussed the
mechanics of the Kataru-
ngang Pambarangay be-
fore the city's barangay
leaders were: Executive
Judge J, Cesar Sangco of
the City Court of Manila
and Fiscals Luis Pena,
Eennie A. de la Cruz and
Estela Cabuco, office oi
the Manila City Fiscal.

Mayor Ramon D, Bagai-
sing said that the semipars
were held for the baran-
gay leaders who will in
turn organize their respec-
tive “Lupong Tagapayapa"
in their barangay zones

“The “lupon” will be pre-
sided over by the barangay
captain with 10 to 20
members who will exercise
supervision over concilia-
tion panels who will be
known as the “Pangkat
Tagapagkasundo".

President Marcos had
ohserved that most cases
which clog the courtg can
be solved or settled ami-
cably through the baran:
gays,

Top NPD
police aides
awarded

The two most outstand-
ing police aideg inp each
locality in the Northern
Police Disirict were given
cash awards of P200 each
during the Christmas par-
ty of the NPD police ad-
visory council held at the
Fish Fun Restaurant in
Malabon last Dec. 18.

The awardees, chogen by
the mayors and who re-
ceived their prizes from
Frig. Gen. Tomas B Ka-
ringal on behalf of Gen.
Prospero A. Olivas, MPF
commander, were:

Quezon City: Segundo R.

Evasco and Santog Villa-
nueva;
Caloocan City: Joseph

[iaz and Catalino Ocampo,
JEs

Malabon: Angeln Tapang
and Eugenio Punzalan, Jr.;

Navotas: Eduardo Evan-
gelista and Danilo de la
Cruz;

Valenzuela, Erlando B.
Bugarin and Nemesio A.
Blas;

San Juan: Antonio Ver-
dejn and Luzonico Valdez

Also given an award for
being the best-managed
mail in the Northern Po-
lice District was the Na-
votas municipal jail. TIts
prize wag P5,000. -

The widows of six po-
licemen and firemen who
aied during the year were
given cash awards by the
NFD  advisory council.
They were: Gloria S, Gu-
tierrez, Anita Razon-Boni
Serrann, Pilar Atanacio,
Erigida Guzman, Rosita
Barsatan and Honey Cas
tillo.

Rice for
barangay
leaders

CALOOCAN CITY-—The
city government ig giving
cne sack of rice each to
all officials of the 188 bha-
rangays as well as to the
executive officers of the
various barangay commu-
nity brigades, according
to Secretary to the Mayor
Romeo T. Luz

He sald that Acting Ci-
ty Mayor Virgilio P. Ro-
bles decideg to give the
cereal to the hard-working
and self-sacrificing baran-
gay officials in recogni-
ticn of the work they are
rendering to the people of
the city.

The barangay leaders to
be give, rice are the ba-
rangay captains, secreta-
ries, treasurerg and the
councllmen.

I, addition. the execw-
live officerg of the six ba-

rangay brigades will also
receive one sack of rice
each — tannd, traffic,

tports disaster, ladieg aux-
filary and volunteer brl-
gades

-

Fly this flag,
proudly = _
, R Naagee £
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1935 CONSTITUTION

Democracy in RP

By

DR JUAN M, ARREGLADO

Governor of Philconsa and
Secretary-General of Philippine
Ambassador Association

Ope lwundred and sixly
years ago. lisher Ames

cunrasied personal gov-
ernment widr  republican
causLic

guvesninent i a
ugure ol speech which has
been widely quoied in re
cent years, ‘A munarchy,
he said (he would have
called it dictatorship tu-
day). “is like a merchant.
you go on board in com-
fort and elation, but by
end by you strike a [te-
and go down. But Demo-
cracy is like a raft. You
never sink, but damp iL
your feet are always in
the water.” 1L thig be ac-
curate, although it may
not do justice Lo our ca-
pacity for popular govern-
meil. the Wise Men among
us will prefer a Iree life
on a ralt to the short-livow
comiort and elation of the
Police-Slate, which is pos-
sible at best for only lhe
few for a moment before
they are blotted out.

When the Constitution
of the United Stales was
signed in 1787 a \woman
who met Benjamin Frank-
lin coming out of Indepen-
dence Hall, asked: “What
have we got. Dr. Frank-
in?" He replied: “A re-
pitblic, 1f we can keep it."
Whey, James Rizssel Lowel
was Minister to Great Bri-
tain in 1882 he was asked:
“Jow long will the Ameri-
can Republic endure?” He
replied: “As long as the
ideas of the men who made
it remain dominant.” Un*
happily for us, in our coun-
try today the ideas of our
heroes who made possible
the birth of our republic
are dominant no longer
But it is not yet too late
to gave this Republic None
of us are too young nor
old to do our part in sa-
ving this Republic.
pemocratic Reigp of Law

1f our nation 1s o be
strong 1 a iree Way of
Life it must fivst be strong
i its taith in and pracuce
ol that system ol dJdemc-
cratie reigp of law which
iy envisaged in our 1935
Constitution. We must be
cn guard agdmnsy some
nwischievous opinions  re-
garding certain asserted
weaknesseg of democracy
which masrepresent ils
character and tend Lo des
troy confidence in iL.

One is that Demccracy
is doomed ip our couniry
Lecause it can never be as
elficient or as economic
as the regimented state is
claimed to be, There arc
those among our people
both of the extreme Right
and of the exireme Lefl.
who speak hopefuvlly of a
benevolent dictatorship as
if it were possible for u
despot to be both benevo-
lent and dictatorial at the
game time.

In the history of gov-
ernment there has not been
a democracy whicht hasg
been featured by elther
efficiency or economy in
its operatio such ag one

PARl O

nuight ideally, if incorrect-
ly. associate with a mili-
tary state. Our democratic
form ol government Inay
suadly need more proficien-
¢y, more intelligence, and
morg business and inicllec
tual integrity at all levels,
national and local, and il
is our duty to devote our-
svlves serivusly and per-
sistenlly to remedying our
shortcomings ip these res-
yects. But we should never
allow any slurs about the
inhate dishonesty, wasle-
luiness and 1nerticiens,
ol democrauc guveruimedt
10 nduce us o put any
laaln in Lhe LICLILIOUS ho-
nesty or euaciency vl dest
whuse

ljl_l“.'

puls Ll divialuls,
colrupuon aud 10w
lics, Lut W mention worse
gVHs. UULs. Lppcd e pour-
esl records ol pupuler go-
velnient, secdlse popu-
governmenl rests oi
lree discussionn and  con-
sent, it wul  alwaysg be
aLused by mmpatlent €l
licg far no beuter thanp a
depaling society. Naiural-
ly it will always be colored
by polilics, sumetimes high
politics and sometlinigs low
poiitics. because politics is
the process by which the
people direct and control
their officials, The wise
man who has a choice bet-
weep free government and
efficient and econoinical
governmert Wwill always
plump for froe govern-
ment, realizing that it will
be as elficient end honest

la®

as he and otherg work to

make it so.

In the second place, we
nust be on guard against
the accusalion that Demo-
cracy is bound to fail be-
cause it is incapable of
stpplying either economic
prosperity or Jjustice; be
cause it cannot provide for
ali the people ag richh an
array of goods and mate-
rial satisfactions as a re-
gimented society can bes-
tow upon them., Democra-
cy. it is said, is too indis-
¢iplined for the team play
whiclt modern conditlons
require. Furthermore, it is
charged that demaocratic
governments, whatever be
their claimg and preten-
sions. are actually run by
the few Ip their own in-
terest; the control group,
being greedy and sellish
will never peacefully sur-
render their economic ad-
vantage. When it comes
to the final tests the usual
procesg of the ballot box
will break down; the final

arbiter will have to be
force and blood in the
sireets, In other words,

Democracy Is doomed as
unable to achieve social
justice; only dictatorship
cap do it

Like all doetrinaires,
these prophets of doom
have not stopped to look
at the profound signifi-
cance of the peaceful
changes which democracy
has accomplished in our
country within the space
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of two generations since
the promulgation of the
1935 Constitutio, towards
the very goals which they
tell us are wunattainable
under popular government
The test of the soundness
of contending social orders
is thus reduced to the
question of which can
supply the most material
goods and satisfactions.
As we all know, the most
subtle exposition of this
materialistic veiwpoint is
found in the dogma of
economije determinism as
expounded by Karl Marx
It wag he who gave moral
respectability to the ham
and cabbage school of hu-
man values by hsserting
that ethical ecodes and
¢tandards are but reflexes
of the prevailing economic
OFaer. This sophistry, which
is the basis of Commu-
nism, has colored the
thinking of thousands who
are neither Communists
nur fellow travelers.

Of course, if our nation
is Lo be strong in a iree
vay of life, as envisioned
i the 1835 Consuiution.
bouh our economy and the
opportunity to share in it
nivst be ever-expanding. To
be a vniled people we must
ke happy, unfrustrated
people, Our economy must
be capable of allording
more and belter education,
lrealth, wealth and con-
tentment as the ycars go
by. We. however, need Lo

remember that our capa-
cily tor growth ip these
respects is not  confined

by any means to the be-
nevolencg of government,
1here are still untouched
possibiliies remaining to
be developed under the
acpig of what has become
known, rather derogatori-
ly in some quarters, as
free enterprise. In the
long run it will be found
that free men are capable
ol producing more wealth
with economic justice thap
Mey living under the sha-
dow of even the best in-
tentioned regimentatio-
nists, however expert they
may be.

Economic succesg must
never be allowed top priv
rity in the catalug ol Lests
0i the nght ol a lree so-
ciely Lo survival, The day
oi a free sociely is over
the moment i accepts ma-
terial goods and enjoy-
ments ag the uliimate va-
lues of life, If the conti-
nued existence of a free
state is to be settled on
Lthis issue, if no higher -
man absiractiong are to
have priority, we may ag
well concede at once vie-
tory to the revolutionistsg
who wait to overthrow it.
For economic wants will
always outstrip man's ca-
pacily at the moment to
salisfy them; and it will
always be pessible for sub-
versive agents to convince
the people that the exist-
mg order, whatever if hap-

(Page 4, please)
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BUSINESS DIRECT ORY * LEGAL NOTICES

Hepublic of the Philippines
IN THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Branch XVI — Quezon City

IN THE MATTER OF THE INTESTATE
ESTATE OF FAUSTO A. UY,
SP. PROC. Q-27587
ROBERT L. UY,
Petitioner,
» =

— e e ) e e e (R

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been issued in the
above-entitled case in favor of ROBERT L. UY of No. 67
Nicanor A. Roxas St., Quezon City.

NOTICE Is HEREBY GIVEN requiring all persons hav
ing claims for money against the decedent Fausto A. Uy,
arising from contract, expressed or implied, whether the
same be due, not due, or contegent, for funeral expenses or
expenses  for  the last sickness of the said Fausto
A. Uy, and judgment for money against him, to file said
claim with the undersigned Branch Clerk of Court, Court
of First Instance of Rizal, Branch XVI, Quezon City, sit-
ting at the 6th floor, New City Hall Building, East Avenue,
Diliman, Quezon City, within six (6) months from date of
first publication of the notice, serving a copy upon afore-
mentioned Robert [. Uy, the appointed Administrator of
the estate of the decedent.

I.et the Notice be published at the expense of the peti.
tioner in the newspaper of general circulation selected by
raffle in the Provinee of Rizal and in this City, once a week
for three (3) consecutive weeks, to which newspaper, this
Notice was assigned after a raffle duly held pursuant to
Rep. Act 4560, as amended by Rep. Act No. 4883, and further
amended by Presidential Decree No. 19, dated October 11,
1972,

Witness the Honorable Sergio A. F. Apostol,
this Court, this 3rd day of December, 1979.

Judge of

(Sgd.) VIRGINIA M. PAGOROGON
Officerdin.Charge
CFI Branch XVI — Quezon City

Dec, 22, 20, 1979; Jan. 5, 1980

THE HUMAN COST

Brazi] can be taken as an example.

The Brazilian economlic “miracle” of 1968-73 soli-
dified that nation's position as the leading power in
Latin America. The economy grew at 10 per cent an-
nually, fed by a heavy infusion of capital from both
government and private, mostly foreign, companies.
To help pay for its explosive economic growth, Brazil
has become one of the most heavily indebted coun-
tries in the world. Foreign banks and governments
hold more than $40 billlon in ° Brazilian obligations
and more than 40 per cent of the nation’s foreign
exchange earnings are used to service the debt,

But large business profits have not improved life
for most Brazilians. Government statistics show that
real wages for unskilled laborers, for example, have
fallen by almost half since the 1964 coup, while pro-
fits and executive salarles have risen substantially.
Milllons of new jobs were generated as the Gross Na-
tional Product rose more than 150 per cent between
1964 and 19676, but the gap between the wealthy elite
and the poor masses has grown.

Half of Brazil's population lives untouched by the
“milracle.” The Brazilian government itself figures
that 18 per cent of the nation’s 115 million people live
in “absolute misery.” Many rural areas, especially the
backward northeast, offer nothing but unrelieved po-
verty and seem beyond the reach of government. In
Rlo de Janeiro, not far from the spectacular beaches
where tourists play, children dle of hepatitis and mal-
nutrition every day.

Another favorite imperialist example of “develop-
ment” is South Korea. As in Brazil, the Korean “eco-
nomic miracle” was realized at a great human cost.
As explained by one author, “The partlcular kind of
industrialization policles the Park regime has pur-
sued have achieved the paradoxical feat of combin-
ing increased production with greater poverty.” From
1962 to 1976 the Gross Natlonal Product rose at an
average yearly rate of 10 per cent, reaching its peak
in 1973 (165 per cent) and in 1976 (15.2 per cent).
Per capita (GNP increased from insignificant levels
Lo $380 in 1974 and $700 in 1976. However, as observed
by the same author,

The statistics of per capita GNP, often flaunted

by the regime as if to suggest it represents an ave-

rage actual annual income, s meaningless in a

country where the inequalities i the distribution

of wealth are as pronounced as they are in South

Korea and where inflation has eaten into hard-

won wage Inecreases.

In fact, it may even be sald that increased produc-
tivity was realized at the expense of the Korean work-
ers, whose wages in the manufacturing industry were
about one-elghth of the wages of their Japanese coun-
terparts in 1975, Wages are even lower in export-

(from page 1)

SPEAK UP ..

the owners to prevent
the pliferage of their pa-
lay prior to harvest time.
The relatlon between the
landowner and his tenant
is no different than that
of the profits — or pro-
ceeds-sharing basis; akin
to that of a sugar miller
and the sugar-cane plan.
ter or the rice miller and
his palay.producing cus
{tomer.

The relation between
two parties can be nego-
tiated and a mutual un-
derstanding and/or
agreement can be arrived
at, beneflcial to both. For
instance, if the condi.
tlons are not acceptable
to them, lke any other
labor group, tenants are
free to: (1) Seek better
conditions through enl
lective bargaining, or
even through the inter.
vention of the Ministry
of Lahor, (2) Quit their
status as tenants or, (3)
Acquire land of their own
from the Government’s
preserve of publle lands.
If the Government has
no land to distribute to
the landless tenants but
has enough cash to pav
for the land of the own-
ers, affected by the land
reform decree, the decree
would have beeyn falr and
justifiable; but, as it is,

it 1s the other way
. e
DEMOCRATIC . .
pens Lo be, is an obstacle
lu more ham and cabbage
fcr pll apd some new,
Utopian order would

quickly bring these desi-
rable satisfactiong to their
door. No societyy can be
stable that feeds from such
shallow roots alone. Tf we
let our eyes become fixerd
cn economic valueg alone,
if we lose sight of the
deeper qualities which set
men apart from animals,
man ic doomed to pass
through one violent revo-
Iittionary chang. aftep an-
other as each new schnol
arises 1o  persuacde him
that 1 put more ham and
enbbag. ©n hig plate. Anr

(from page 1)

around. Nihil Dat Qui
Non Habet! What was re-
sorted to was the zero-
sum punditry of “some-
one must win, someone
must lose.”

Under the P. D, No. 27,
rlce and corn landowners
were, by executive fiat,
deprived of their land.
holdings, — which by the
way was not ill-acquired
— and the same distri-
buted to their tenants In
parcels, in most cases, of
less than two hectares.
For a tenant with four,
or more children, the in.
tended benefit is short-
lived. According to the
decree, upon the demise
of the tenant, the land
Is assigned to his eldest
son, but the rest of the
children will have their
share of the proceeds
therefrom. Is this provi-
slon not diseriminatory
2nd hard to enforce?

The rice and corn land-
owners are paid either in
cash and In bonds by the
Government after the
appraisal of their land,
or on an instalment ba-
gis by the tenants before
the appraisal of their
land. The value of the
land Is based on two and
one half times the aver-
age total producton of
palay in cavans of 50 ki-
los, corresponding to the

(fram page 3)

Siuch revolulions are  ex-
[engive; they are socially
wasteful; they set nations
back,

The Philcsophy
of Paternalism

The fiamers of the 1935
Constitution repuchated
1le philosophy of paterna-
ilsm and declared that in-
dividuals are il
Lest guardians, that pro-
perly Is most sccure and

the public wellare most
advanced when property
is privately owned and

individually cared for, and
that too much government
is a calamity.

(TO BE CONTINUED)

oriented industries such as textiles and electrical ap.
pliances which employ mostly women because they
“cost less than half their male equivalents.” To keep
workers in their abject condition, they are virtually
denied their three basic rights: to organize, to bar-
gain collectively and to strike. Their state of impo-
verishment is reflected by the fact that in 1976, the
average Korean worker was earning $93 a month
when the Economic Planning Board itself declared
that $142 was needed to sustain an average family.

Where then does all the wealth of South Korea
go? Mainly to Japanese and American capital domi-
nant in key and export Industries as well as to the
ruling politica] and technocratic elite. South Korea,
as all other neocolonies, has been pushed into the
debt trap; its outstanding foreign debt Increased from
$3.3 billion in 1973 to $8.1 billion in 1976. To earn
the necessary forelgn exchange, she is exporting la-
bor and promoting tourism, even prostitution,

The South Korean “economic miracle” therefore
is premised on dependence on foreign capital, impo-
verishment of the Korean masses, and repression to
preserve the status quo. The same blueprint is being
foisted on the Philippines by the advanced capltalist
powers. Is this the future Filipinos want?

(TO BE CONTINUED)

EXTRA JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
OF ESTATE WITH FOWER TO COLLECT

Notlce is hereby pglven that the estate of the late
Fulalio [Resssurrecclon, Sr. who died intestate on Sept-
ember 28, 1979, conslsting of a savings deposit with the
Banco Filipino Savings and Mortgage Bank, Sta. Cruz,
Manila branch, amounting to I'6,565.76 was extra-judi
cially settled by his helrs with power to collect as per

Doc, No, 483, Page No, 98, Book No, XII, Series of 1878
of Notary Publle Domingo A, Mendez of Manila
Deg¢, 22, 20, 1879, Jan. 5, 1980
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last three years before
the promulgation of the
decree, multiplied by the
price of palay at that
tfime. In the latter case,
while the Government
compel the tenants to
pay a yearly amortization
to the landowners for a
period of about 15 years,
the tenants can do what-
ever they want with the
portion of the land as-
slgmed to them, ag if they
are already the owners.
This 18, no doubt, due to
the way the decree was
written. Tt says that
upon its effectivity, the
ownership of the land is
transferred to the ten.
ants. What was probably
meant was possession,
but certainly, not owner-
ship, for how can the Go-
vernment compe] the te.
ants to amortize a pro-
perty they already own?
The tenants should not
elaim ownership of the
land assigned tp them un.
less, and until, they have
fully paid for them.
Then, can they rightly
claim absolute and com-
plete ownmership when ti-
tles are issued to them.
On the other hand, how

ly: 10% of the appralsed
value in cash and the ba-
lance of 909, with bonds
of the Land Bank of the
Philippines. While in the
money market the Certi.
ficates of Indebtedness
are belng offered at
prime rates (the CBCI
bonds of the Central
Bank gives 9%, tax-free),
the bonds of the Land
Bank ylelds only 6%;
and, to add insult to in-
jury, the bonds of the
Land Bank mature after
25 years, With the week-
ly depreciation of the
Philippine  Peso, how
much would a P100,000-
bond of the Land Bank
worth after 25 years In
terms of the 1972 value
of the peso? If a cltizen
cannot be deprived of his
property without due
compensation, doeg this
mode of payment consti-
tute due compensation?

The low rating of the
bonds of the Land Bank
in the money market is
such that bondholders
are compelled to sell
them at 57% of thelr face
value. Although the Land
Bank primer says: “A
bondholder, using his

can the decree deprive#’nds as collateral, can

the Mndowners of their
propri®ary rights when
they have to walt about
15 years foretheir due

scure a loan from the
Bank up to 80% of their
face value”, the require-
ments imposed by the

compensation? This coﬂ:;?ank to secure the loan

troversial aspect of the
decree has spawned mis-
understanding, confusion
and dissention.

While the owners are
left holding thelr Tor.
rens Titles, previously a
highlv recarded and res-
rectert muablie Apcuiment,
the tenants receive their
Certificates of Land
Transfer (CLTs). With
their CLTs as collateral,
the tenants can secure a
loan; but, the landown-
ers, with their TCTs, can-
not. With the “easy” cre-
dit facility extended to
the tenants, many, If not
the majority, will wind
up minus their CLTs. It
will be the repeat per-
formance of the Masaga-
na Loan,

While previous to the
land reform decree, the
tenants could “run for
help” to the landowners,
now they are burdened
with so much Govern-
ment Intervention that
manv of them are won-
dering If the “new set-
up” Is really to their ad-
vantage. As a matter of
fact, faflure of a tenant
to comnlv with the pay-
ment of his vearly amor-
tization for two consecu.
tive years. will deprive
him of his Inchoate
richts over the portion of
the land assigned to him.
In such event. another
member of the Samahang
Navon will be assigned to
take his nlace.

In the anpraisal of his
rice and/or corn land
the landowner has no
cholce. His Torreng Title
may clearly indicate, say
an area of 17 hectares,
but he 1s fortunate if he
will be pald for 15 hec-
tares. This 1is because
there are areas exempted
from payment, one being
the area covered by the
home lots of the tenants,
Once the land of the own.
er is arbitrarlly ap-
pralsed, (the area of the
rice paddles are meas-
ured with a plece of rope
Instead of with a steel
tape and a transit), the
owney is pald (?) thus

re guch that any appll-

cant is driven to despe-
ralion and thus resort to
selling the bonds at
much lower rates. The
Land Bank also says that
the bonds can be “‘used
as securitv for loans with
the PNB, DBP GSIS, SSS
sard olher Government
financial institutions.”
The author and no doubt
many other bondholders,
had the sad experience
of applyilng for a loan in
all these Government in-
stitutions, and repeated.
1v falled.

The 10% cash paid to
the landowners. affected
by the land reform de-
cree, together with the
funds appropriated for
the Ministry of Agrarlan
Reform (MAR), the Land
Bank of the Philippines,
the Ministry of Local Go-
vernment and Communi-
ty Development (MLG-
CD), the Court of Agra-
rian Relations (CAR)
and for the construction
of Barrlo and Barangay
Roads, could have been
judielously used to open
roads Into vast tracks of
publlie lands in Eastern
Luzon, Mindoro, Samar,
Palawan and the provin-
ces of Cotabato and Agu
ean  in  Mindanao. The
Ministry of Human Set-
tlement (MHS), with the
cooperation of the Armed
Torees of the Philippines
(AFP) and the Ministry
of Publiec Highwavs
(MPH), could have vn-
dertaken this proje~t
with less expense.

If the tenants were re-
located to these thinly
populated sectiong of the
country, they could have
acquired, not two hec-
tares or less, but ten or
more each, of fertile land,
reap a better quality of
life for themselves ex-
tended down to the level
of their grandchildren,
eased the population
pressure in the congested
provinces of the country
and contributed im-
mensely to greater agrl.
cultural productivity.
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EEYOND THE. ...
(from page 1)

cal radlo broadcasts. Af-
ter hearing for the first
time, your early morning
commentaries and the
phoned in response of
your listeners, I knew it
was only a matter of
time before you were cut
off from the air. Why?
Because you spoke the
TRUTH and you shamed
the devill

- You have become too
dangerous to the powers-
that-be because you
walked by faith — that
justice would ultimately
prevail — and not by
sight and be blinded by
the awesome power of
repression.

As John (8:32) said:
“x x x know the truth
and the truth shall make
you free.” And tyranny’s
greatest enemy {s truth,

You have articulated
37 your unbridled tongue
the unspoken thoughts
that have troubled our
countrymen for the last
ceven years. There has
been a consistent effort
to atomize our soclety
and isolate our people
from each other — by
denying them access to
vital and factual infor-
mation thru blatant me-
dia manipulation — so
that they would not find
strength and courage In
unity and in mutual mi-
sery. Your pointed com-
nentaries like the pro-
verbial eccnsistent drops
of water were bheginning
{o erode the walls of in-
dividual isolation. Your
fearless testing of the li-
mits of free speech was
slowly embolding a grow-
ing majority of erstwhile
timid souls. Cold logic
herefore dictated that
o1l had to be brought to

el at any cost.

Through the ages, the

an of the word has
heeny more dangerous
han the man of the
tword: Buddha, Confu.
sjus, Christ, Muhammed,
Rosseau, Jefferson, Marx,
andhi and our own Ri-
al to name but a few.
four firm resolve to

WEEKLY. TESTS .

President Marcos pro-
mised Monday that his
martial law regime will
allow free speech during
the campaign. But WE’s
permit expires Dec. 31.

The six-page weekly is
the most important,
newspaper outlet for Mr.
Marcos’ opponents, It's
often the only tool that
Filipino readers have for
decoding the curious po-
litical stories that appear
in the managed dally
press.

In September, for ins-
tance, establishment co-
lumnists bristled for days
over a speech in which
a distinguished former
senafor apparently broke
a long alliance with Pres.
ident Marcos. But their
papers didn’t report the
speech, so their readers
had to buy WE to find

broadcasting, Yours was
the volce of truth amidst
the deafening yelps of
sorry pups. While your
intimidated colleagues in
the broadcast medium
tried to manage the mas-
ses thru shameless pro-
paganda, you tried to mo.
bilize them with incon-
trovertible facts. They
tried to manipulate peo-

le as they are, you ins-
pired them to helghts
they could attain. While
they commanded obe-
dience, you awoke the
sleeping masses from
their torpor and lethargy
and challenged them to
transcend their puny
selves. Your apologist-
colleagues personified
power, while you personi-
fled true leadership. The
gap between you and
them, between power and
Jeadership is the quan-
tum leap from the arith-
metic of mundane and
trivial contacts to the
calculus of sublime mass
interaction and move-
ment,

When1 Senator Dlokno
and I still shared the
same detention room
here in Fort Bonifaclo se-
veral years ago, he never

ersevere till the tyrant’stired telling me that “it

'od is bent regardless of
onsequences to you and
our loved ones has
ade you more danger-
us than a thousand
rmed Insurgents.

T share vour unshaken
aith that our nation will
be free again, Soon, a ma-
ority of our countrymen

11 realize that the fear
f imprisonment is even

orse than imprisonment
tself. When that dav
omes, No power can stop
helr march to freedom.
baradoxical as it may
eem, but you and T dis-
overed genuine freedom
nly after wa crossed the
rison gates. After cross-
ng that fearful barrier

e have placed ourselves

eyond the reach of fear
nd threats. We said and

id what had to be said
ind done and we now

ave peace of mind for

e worse Is over., The

readed knock in the
iight has lost its poten-

y. How truly sad — the
ear of Imprisonment has
atsed many good men
0 bite their tongue be-
ween their chattering

eeth and to hetray them-

elves and thelr birth
laht.

You were an onasls In

he degert of present day

is always darkest before
the dawn” and never to
doubt that dawn will
surely come.

I join the mlillions of
your fathful admirers In
wishing you well and we
all pray that soon, very
soon, you shall be let out
to see the sun, unob-
structed by barb wires
and concrete walls, burst-
ing forth in its meridian
gplendor,

It has been sald that
Goq offers to every mind
its cholce bhetween truth
and repose. Take which
you please, you can ne-
ver have both.

It is n credit to our
race, that we still have
men, who, at a time of
great moral crisls and at
terrible risks to life and
freedom, have chosen ftc
turn their backs to com.-
fort and repose, ean cast
their lot with TRUTH!

Please accept the high-
est admiration and res.
rect of my family and I
for your steadfast convic-
tion and our prayers
that you ang yours will
be blessed with true hap.
piness during the coming
vuletide season,

L.ABAN!
NINOY

(from page 1)

cut what the man had
actually said.
BIGGER FLAP

An even bigger flap
surrounded the public
warnings of a possible
“elvil war"” by Jalme Car.
dinal Sin, this country's
leading Roman Catholic
clergyman. The establish-
ment press either denied
that the Cardinal said it
or wondered what he
meant if he really did.

Again, Filipinos had to
turn to WE to get the
text of the Cardinal’s re.
marks.

So even pro-Marcos
businessmen can be seen
halting their chauffeur-
driven cars nowadays to
buy coples of WE from
street-side newsboys in
order to learn about some
of the things that go on
in their country.

The little tabloid’s eir-
culatlon was less than
3,000 a year ago and few
Fllipinos had heard of it.
Today, publisher Jose
Burgos, Jr. says clrcula-
tion is 20,000 and only
kept at that level because
he ecan’t afford to buy
newsprint.

His figures aren't gua
ranteed by an outside au.
dit, but they seem honest
in view of the paper's
widespread appearance in
the hands of commuters
and recently on news-
stands In far-off provin-
cial clities such as Davao
and Cebu,

WE got its publishing
permit several years ago
as a weekly for young
people, and only gradual-
ly evolved into being the
lone volce of the opposi-
tion.

But now it publishes
all the major statements
of Mr. Marcos’ non-Com-
munist opponents. It
carries a front-page co-
lumn by the only anti-
Marcos member of the
national parliament. Its
masthead is decorated
cach week with a para-
graph from old Marcos
speeches in which the
Fresident praiserl the free-
cdoms that he has abridg-
ed under martial law.
Example: “It’s all right
to be efflcient, but it’s
hetter to be free.”

In spite of his paper's
antl-government tone,
Mr. Burgos says he's felt
no overt pressure from
the government, Some of
his newsdealers have
been threatened, but the
publisher says this seems
to be the work of pro-
Marcos individuals and
not a concerted cam-
palgn.

Indeed, WE can be
sajid to be subsidized by
the Philippine povern-
ment. Like most small,
poor papers its . advertis-
ing revenue comes from
publishing legal notices
from government agen.
cles,

The newspaper used to
carry about seven of
these ads In each issue,
but they've dwindled
lately to only two adver.
tisements in the issue
dated Dec. 15. The drop
is hard to explain be-
cause the ads are distri-
buted in a weekly lottery
that's supposed to be free
of political influence,

But the crucial test |s
Dec. 31, when the paper's
permit explres.

The government
doesn't officlally control

SPEAK UP. .
(from page 4)

The rural Jlands that
these tenants have been
tilling for so many years
are “overworked and ex-
hausted” devoid of
thelr 2ichness. No
amount of fertilizers can
restore the lands' fertili-
ty.

The land reform decree
has, if any, only a tem-
porary benefit. Like a pal-
liative, it cannot cure
the malady that the po-
pulation explosion has
created. The decree sels
people apart by creating
special interest groups
and pitting one group ag-
ainst another:; it stifles
discipline and stunts the
pioneering spirit; it en-
courages indolence and
tolerance, resulting in
low productivity, which
characterizes Philippine
agriculture when com-
pared to that of other
countries. Instead of
stop-gap measures with
femporary benefits, we
should concentrate in av.
ertine widespread fa-
mine, predicted by econo-
mists to take place in the
1980s, by expanding our
agricultural output.

Definitely, P. D. No. 27
is unfair because it is
cne-sided. Being coercive
and confiscatory, it vio.-
lates human rights; it
subverts the cause of jus-
tlee and makes a mocke-
rv of the Rule of Law.
It is said that law is the
secience that is good and
lust — Jus Est Ars Boni
Et Aequi — a rule of rea-
son for the common good
of rational beings. The
Iaw must always appear
human with a noble pur-

the press here. Mr, Mar-
cos has decreed a form
of self-regulation In
which permits are given
or withheld by a council
of publishers who are al.
most all beholden to hls
regime.

Mr, Burgos says the
publishers’ council called
him on the carpet early
this year for failing to
print balanced views of
political issues. He says
he replied that his pa-
per only balanced the
one-sided view of the rest
of the press, He recelved
no further answer from
the councll.

NO ANSWER

But Mr. Burgos says
he nalso hasn't received
any answer to his appll-
catlon In November to
extend his publishing
permit beyond the end
of this year.

“ITt's my decision to
malntain the publica
tion” even if he pets no
permit to operate in 1980,
the publisher said. If ne.
cessary, he said he'll take
his case to the Philippine
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court
has followed Mr. Marcos
almost all along the line
since he declared martjal
I'tw, but it's a cantanker-
ous body that could up-
hold WE or at least glve
it a new lease on life
during a long period of
ltigation.

Extending the paper's
life or killing It on New
Year's Eve could be a ma-
Jor test of how much
freedom of speech Mr,
Marcos means to allow
durlng the Jan. 30 local
elections,

WE, *
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THE PEOPLE. ...

lipino people themselves.
They are fed up with
him,

Q. Does the Commu-
nist insurgency move-
ment pose a significant
danger to the Philippines’
security or to Marcos’s re-
gime?

A. There has been a
Communist insurgency
in the Phillppines ever
since independence, but
it has never been a mean-
ingful threat to our
country’'s security. Mar-
cos is citing the Commu-
nists merely as an excuse
to continue martial law.
There is no doubt what-
soever that Marcos im-
posed martial law just to
keep himself in power.
All hls allegations about
Communist threats are
simply ploys. But his ac-
tions could backfire,
Some people who are dis-
gusted with Marcos are
now joining the Commu-
nists. Instead of suppres-
sing the Communist
threat, Marcos is causing
people to align them-
selves with the Commu.
nists because they want
to get rid of him,

Q. Is the Roman Catho-
lic Church associated
with the Communist in-
surgency?

A, Cardinal Jalme Sin
(the archbishop of Mani.
la) has denied it. But he
admitted that there is a
group of clergymen who
belleve that when peace-
ful means are no longer
available, violence is then
Justified. These members
of the clergy are exaspe-
rated and disgusted with
this government's viola-
tlons of people’s human
rights and with the eco-
nomle and soecial plight
of the people,

Q. Do you see a trend
toward unificatlon of
the different opposition
forces?

A. Yes.

Q. What new allgn-
ments may form in the
future?

A, Since the Commu-
nists are getting strong
er, the moderates join
with them.

Q. Why has martial
law lasted so long if there
Is so much opposition?

A, When the fruit is
still young, it Is not easy
to shake it off the tree.
But In due time, the dle-
tator becomes ripe for n
fall. After seven years of
martial 1aw, Marcos Is
now ripe for that fall.
The people are now rea

pose and relevance, insti-
{uted to bring order and
justice in soclety by de-
fending the life, proper-
ty and rights of its indi
vidual members. If the
land reform decree was
intended “to pull out the
cork and let the bottled
steam hiss out innocu-
ously” at the expense of
one sector of our soclety,
it will then appear as a
diversionary tactic for
political expediency —
an affront to the revered
memory and the ploneer.
ing spirit of the ances-
tors of most of those ad-
versely affected by ({t.
The New Soclety will
leave a festering legacy
of bitterness that will 1in-
ger for years to come.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

(from page 1)

dy to act in order to res-
tore true democracy,

Q. Why are the people
rebelling against martial
law at this time?

A, The problems in our
country have actually
worsened during Mar-
cos’s fifteen years of rule
and the people are sim-
ply growing tired of Mar-
cos, Developing nationg
try to industrialize and
to develop exports in or-
der to earn forelgn reve-
nue, It Is quite remark-
able that under Marcos's
martial-law regime, the
Philippines has chalked
up the poorest perform-
ance record in industrial-
ization and export deve-
lopment among the non.-
Communist nations In
Asia. Even worse, the liv-
ing conditions of the Fi-
lipino people have wor
sened while the President
and members of his fa-
mily have been increas-
ing their wealth through
egraft and corruption.
The people have simply
had enough.

Q. Is the rising cost of
oil a major cause of the
economic crisis In the
Philippines?

A. That is not the pro.
blem. The real cause |s
the mismanagement of
the economy. The govern.
ment has squandered
billions of pesos by bor
rowing excesslve amounts
of money from foreign
countries and paying
huge interest rates. Tt
has raised taxes to the
maximum, and has lg-
nored the fact that tha
people ecannot pay those
taxes., The Marcos gov-
ernment Is marked by
corruption and extrava.
gant spending. This Is
the problem — not the
increaseq price of crude
oll.

Q. Doesn’t Marcos
command the support of
the business sector?

A. Neot anymore. Fili-
pino  businessmen are
now furnine against him
because of his misman-
aeement of the economy,
Marcos has turned our
country intao a treasure
trove for forelen busl-
nessmen, giving them
countless financial bene.
fits, He has cut the wages
of our own people and
taken away the workers’
richt to strike, Wages, In
fact, have been practical
ly frozen for the benefit
of foreien businessmen.
Filinino businessmen are
very unhappy today,

Q. Has Marcos’s land-
reform program  bheen
suecessful?

A. The land-reform
program is a fiasco, It
is nothing more than a
gimmicle. The tenants
are disgruntled because
prices are so exorbitant
that they ecannot buy any
Iand, And the landown-
ers are upset because
Marcos has allowed ten-
ants to take over some
land without paying for
it.

Q. You have sald that
the many factions in the
opposition are beginnine
to unify. What kind of
unity could resnlt?

A. The longer the Mar-
cos dlictatorship lasts, the
closer the relationshin
between his moderate
opponents and the radi.

(Page 6. pleass)
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KURO-KURU

Ang punong
kawayan

FRANCISCO “SOC” RODRIGO

Ngayon ay panahon ng Pasko. Em-
bes na tumalakay ng mga isyung kon
trobersyal, naito ang isang tulang si
pulat ko noong Enero 29, 1973 —

ANG PUNONG KAWAYAN

[sang dapithapong palubog ang araw,

Ako'y nag.lisang nagtungo sa parang;

Sadyn kong dinayo ang katahimikan

Upang pagwariin ong di akalaing
nangyvari sa bayan

Aking nabanaagz sa di kalayuan

Ang luma nang bakod ng luksang libingang

Waring naglalaho at natatabunan

Ng dilim ng gabing mistulang aninong
doo'y gumagapang.

Sadyang nag-ibayo ang lungkot ko't panglaw
Nang biglang sumagi sa aking isipang
Doon nakalibing ang ama kong mahal
Na nakipagdigma upang makalaya

itong ating bayan.

Mata ko'y humapdi't bumukal ang luha

Nang napagwari ko sa aking gunita

Ang panganib ngayong lubos na mawala

Ang minana natin sa ating magulang
na dangal at laya,

Tunay bang ang diwa ng mga bayani —

Tulad ng libingang binura ng gabi —

Ay nililimot na at iwinawaksi

84 puso ng bavang dahil sa pangamba'y
handang magpaapi!?

Ito ba ang angkan nina Lapulapu,

Mabini, del Pilar, Rizal, Bonifacio;

Ito ba ang piling lahing Pilipino

Nu ang kagitingan ukol sa paglaya'y
natampok sa mundo?

Lubhang napugule ang aking isipan,
Ang oking damdami'y nagsasalawahan;
Ano ba ang tunay na katotohanan —
Hinubad na nga ba ng mutya kong bavan
ang kabavanihan?
Sa gitnp ng ganyang pagnagam.agam
Ay biglang napukaw ang katahimlkan
Nang sa dngling hihip ng bhanging amihan
Ay noglangiingitan ang siksikang siit
ng mpga kawayan
Ako'y napatingin at aking napansin
Na sa bawa't hampns at sampal ng hangin,
Dulo kawaya'y sumusunod
Npuni't umiingit,

ng mandin —

waring tumututol,

parang dumnraing,

PECPLE HAVFE
cal elements will become.  troyed
Q. President Carter has
urged Marcos to improve
his human.rights record
and has calleq upon him
to held free -elections,
Vet vou accused the Unit
ed States of supporting
the Marcos regime, Why?

A. The United States
has been supporting the
Marcos dictatorship. Pre.
sident Carter has com
mitted at least $500 mil

llon over the next five the dictator. er, particularly absolute
vears to provide in power, get drunk. And
creased military and eco- Q). Elections were held when they get drunk,
nomic aid to Marcos — 0nly last May, they do not Improve,
the man who has des they get worse,

our

nd liberty.

Q. Are the opposition
proups in the Philippines
anti-American?

A. We are not against
the American people, but
we are against the Car-
ter Administration.
are flohting for democra-
cy an-l the United States
is against us. The Carter
Administration Is helping

Matapos yumuko

ay muling tutuwid,

Pabalik sa dating maringal na {indig;

Kahit humihilig ay ayvaw padaig

Sa dagok ng hanging nais na maghari't
lubos na manlupig.

Biglang nagliwanag ang aking isipan
At biglang naparam yaong agam.agam
Pagka't nawari kong ang punong kawaya'y
Mistulang larawan ng diwa't ugali

ng mutya kong bayvan,

Tulad ng kawayang kahit yumuyuko

Ay hindi kailan man kusang sumusuko,

Bayan ko'y ganyan din . Thaamo ang anyo

Nguni't pag dinusta'y handang makibaka't
magbubo ng dugo

Kapag dumarating ang bagyo at ulan,
Ang mga kawaya'y nag-aalalayan,
Sila ay mistulang nangaghahawakan,
Nangagyayakapan, nangagdadamaya’t
nangagsasandigan.

At kapag may ilang natumbang kawayan,

Sila'y kinakalong sa mga kandungan

Ng ibang kawayan, upang alalayan

Na huwag masubsob sa dumli at lusak
ng lupang putikan.

Kapag nababall ang mga kawayan,
Parang mga punglo na nagpuputukan;
At sa mga sugpong na kinabalian
Ay nag-digkasan ang mga matulis

na punyal at sundang.

Sa bawa't kawayang binali ng hangin,

Agad hahalili ang maraming supling

Na magsisiputan at magmamadaling

Lumaki't yumabong upang mahalinhan
ang sawing kapiling,

Ibang punong kahoy ay nangabulagta,

Lubusang naplgtas ang ugat sa lupa;

Nguni't ang kawayan, bagama't salanta,

Ball man ang tadyang ay hindi tuluyang
subasob at dapa,

Ang bagyo'y lilipas, tatakas, papanaw;
At muling ngingiti't sisikat ang araw . . .
Ang mega kawaya'y magbabagong buhay,
Tingala ang noo sa langit na bughaw

— parang nagdarasal

MALAYANG BAGONG TAON SA ATING

BAYAN!

(from page 5)

A. They were rigged.

Q. Marcos has sald
that he will call local
elections within eighteen
months and that he plans
to hold national elections
shortly thereafter. Do
you believe he Is sincere?

democracy

A. He has reneged on
many promises in the
past. I do not belleve
what Marcos says. I only
believe what he does.
People who exercise pow

We

WHAT ARE OUR

rate and distinct from
constitutional authorita-
rianism.

Notwithstanding the
protestations of the pre
gent political dispensa-
tion that human righ‘gs
are safeguarded in this
country even under mar-
(ia] law, and that it 1S
not a government policy
to violate or curtail hu-
man rights, we know for
a fact that martial law
has resulted In violations
of certain rights guaran
teed under the Constitu-
tion.

1) There is no frecdom
of the press. One elo
quent example of this is
yhe continued Suppres-
<ion of puhlications of
the religions «nrh as the
"Cnmmnnir‘pmr" and the
ugiens of the Times"
which allegedly were mih
tishing  subversive arti-
cles  although in truth
they were mearely venort
i_nq‘in,c;t.’*nr‘n': of militars
of nminstificad ar-
ancd un
explained  disappearance
af arrested nersms.

9y There s no freedom
af speech. Althongh Tam
now making use of the
right to sneak, however,
there is the sword of Da-
mocles over mv head thnt
at any time T may bhe
nicked up and charged
with subversion for vole
ine a dissent to the pre-
sent politieal set-un. A
classie examnle is that
incident of a hirthday ce
lebration of a top politi-
eal leader of the country
during which some
speeches wern r-arle as-
sailing the nresent pov-
ernment and urging the
lifting of martial lLaw.
The following morning
the newspaper headlines
wora screaming a warn-
ing of the Presldent to
his detractors not fo try
his patience or else
And if T mav share with
vou myv own deductions
from the press release of
the Ministry of National
Defense that a ‘third
{orce has been discovered
seeking the overthrow of
the present governiment
and that churchmen are
involved more particular
1y, Fr. Intengan, a Jesuit
This statement came af-
ter the closing of the
Manila Synod and in it
was a velled threat di
rocted at the Jesults as a
result of the active par-
ticipation of the Fr. Pro
vinelal in the delibera
tions of the Synod on hu
man rights and martial
law.

3) There s no freedom
of peaceful assembly,
Under martia] law publie
demonstrations or gath-
erings are outlawed
There is always the dan
per that ay nassembly or
pathering even if  peace-
ful or religious in charac-
ter will be termed by the

military as a subversive
activity if the same is or-
granized by or participated
in by the religlous, the
farmers, the workers, the
students, and slum-dwel.
lers, Can we forget the
arrest and detentlon of
the men and women,
some priests and nuns,
who after the last elec
tion for the Interim Ba-
tasang Pambansa march-

e in a procession to pro-

ceed to the Manila Cathe

dral In peaceful protest
of the results of the elec-

abuses.

voats tortures,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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tions which were consi-
dered fraudulent and
manipulated. And more
recently, we had the news
of the arrest of some stu.
dent leaders who were at
the head of a movement
ngainst the Increase of
fuition fees, and among
other things advocated
for the students’ right to
form legitimate student
councils and organiza-
tions. We can mention
many more instanceg but
time does not permit, but
the fact is that persons
are being arrested and
detained for speaking ag-
ainst the government.

4) There iS no security
apainst arbitrary qr-
rest, for there is the al-
mighty power of the mi-
Ittary on ifs own initia-
tive and judement to is
sue an arrest, search and
seizure order (ASSO) ae
ainst persans who easily
mav he tagred by the es.
tablishment as subver-
sives on the pretext of
distrihiting nlleged suh
versive materials, or par
ticipating in or cooperat-
ing either with the NPA,
CMP, or a so.called “third
Torce",

§5) Arrested nersons are
detained in  military
camps indefinitely ag-
ainst many of whom naoa
charges are being filed
either cefore military tri
bunals or the civll courts,
Only recently the Presi-
dent ordered the release
of more than a thousand
from military camps.
For how long had those
persons been deprived of
their liberty, how many
had been tortured, how
many were truly innocent
and merely the victims
of a military relgn of ter-
ror and abuse? Yester-
day's “Bulletin Today"
carried the newg of the
protest of two groups of

close to 100 Muslims,
nuns, and Catholie and
Protestant lay leaders
from Pikit, North Cota

bhato, against allezed mi-
Iitary abuses during a re-
cent operation in that
town during which hou.
ses were looted and civi-
liansg arrested and mal-
treated on mere suspi.
cion that they were NPA's
although they were sim
ple farmers. Then there
is the complaint against

AQUINO'S. ..
(from pages 1)

Aquino was reported to
be in fine spiris ana look
ed physically fit.

It was gathered that re-
latives, friends and sympa-
thizers have been trooping
to the Aquino residence in
Quezon City to greet  the
47-year-old arch political
rival of President Marcos.

‘There had been scveral
gccasiopg in the past when
Aquino was allowed to
leave hig prison cell in
Fort Bonifacio, Last Octo-
Ecr, he was granied a 32-
hkour hcme leave 1o cele:
brate hig 25th wedding an-
niversary. Defore this,
Aquing wag granted short
furloughs to attend fune-
rnl serviceg for a relative

and to celebrate the gra-
duatoion of a daughter
from college.

Aquino was one of the
first persons arrested when
martinl law was declared
in September, 1972. He has
been under detention for
the past seven years

OPPOSITION
(from page 1)

groups of the NUL include

(e Nacionalista Parly,
hindanap Alllance, Lhe
Bisaya

gplintered Pusyoil :
angd the Concerned Cllizens
Zggrupation of Zamboan-
ga. .

It was learned thai lor-
aer Rep. Rugaciano 1\«?(.-.'-
cuLo ol bulacan and for-
iner  Con-Con del.gale
Lbraham Sarmienio have
been designated chairman
end secretary-general, res:
pectively of the NUL '

A working committec
hie been formed to swilc:-h
on the NUL's machinery ir
key cities and provinces
Larlier, several teams h
longing 10 independent {)].1-
position groups outsidc_ Me-
{10 Manila were organize:d

Other developments:

» Ex-Sen, Ramon V. Mi-
(ra. Jr., announced that
1 will not participate in
1he coming eleclions Mitra
vene supnosed (o have bren
o candidate for Manila Ma-
yor under the L.aban ban-
ner.

* president Marcos COIV
tinues to thresh ot intra-
muralg among KBL con
yenders and was reported

to have cracked down
karg on party recaleltrants
candi-

1o produce official
(ntee for the KBL.
 « KBL hierarclt, warn:
ed KBL rebels to abile by
party rules and not fo ran
ag candigates of the oppo

sition.

» Tha National Union
{or Democracy and Freo
dom (NUDF) announce:!
that it is not fielding any
candigdateg since the NUDF
is not a political party.

« Justice Minister Ricar-
a0 C. Puno has ebufte
the claim of the LABAD
that the election law pass
ed by the Interim Batasar
Fambansa was Jiserimina
tory, and was apparentlf
aimed at banning forme
Sen. Aquino, Jr. from run
ning for any publle offfice
Puno countered that thi
wpecial dlsquallflcalions o!
candidates were “aimed at
those who breach tire peace
and not those who keep
the faith " He poinie] oul
{hat Military Commission
No. 2 found Aquino gullty
of murder, subversion, and
fllegal possession of fire-
arms. Furthermore, Puno.
added, any person cdec
lareq dicloval to the cons-
{itnted government in a i

ol judgement or order of
a enmpetent court or tri-
kunal, 1s disquniifieq from
rmimming as  nrovided ir
Articlag 30, 42, and 188 nf
the Revised Cpdle
-nd the 1071 Meetion Cae

Tanal

the activities of military-
men dubbed as the “Lost
Command” in Agugsan dej
Sur, the outcoyne of
which can he mm(ly pre.
dicted after the fConsta-
bulary authoritieg of the
region had reportéd that
the “Lost Command” ({s
but a group of dissidents
or criminal elements.
(See Bulletin Today lssue
of Sunday, December 9,
1879)

(TO BE CONTINUED)

|

Fly this flag,
proudly
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