Ateneo de Manila University

Archium Ateneo
We Forum Special Collections

12-22-1979

We Forum, vol iii No. 35 - Dec. 22-28, 1979

Jose Burgos, Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum

Cf Part of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons

Recommended Citation
Burgos, Jr., Jose, (1979). We Forum, vol iii No. 35 - Dec. 22-28, 1979. Archium.ATENEO.
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum/32

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections at Archium Ateneo. It has
been accepted for inclusion in We Forum by an authorized administrator of Archium Ateneo. For more information,
please contact research@ateneo.edu.


https://archium.ateneo.edu/
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum
https://archium.ateneo.edu/special-collections
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum/32?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:research@ateneo.edu

- - -
SABI NI ‘SIR’
| feel. mors than ever,
the need for us to close
ranks. To unite in the
awareness that the gravest
{fireat to our nation today
is not the problem of ri-
sing costs (Ltnough this ig @
serioug one, indeed), hut
that of our slipping back
into the mire of factiona-
lism and selfish privilege.
Pres Marcos, Thansgiv-
ing Day. Sept, 21, 1974

FC « THY YOUNG FILIPINOG

-

of free

the national Weekl

FORU

Malayang Pasko sa inyong lahat!

BLOCK VOTING

To adopt block voting is
fraught with danger to the
nation’s peaceful existence
since it is erosive of the
people's faith in their po-
litical leaders,

Reynaldo T. Fajardn
Con Cun delegale. Manila

expression
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50 CVOS. IN METRO MANILA

AN EDITORIAL

Jesus Christ was a subversive

One thousand and nine hundred seventy
nine years ago, an out-of-town couple — the
woman heavy with child — was turned away
from an inn and the wife was forced to give
birth to a baby boy inside a barren, dingy
cave which served as a stable. The baby was

thus born a squatter. _
The boy grew up soon enough. His name

was Jesus.

He wandered about the land, preaching
about the rights of every human being to
live, to love and to learn. He was, in fact, an

advocate of human rights.

In every town and city, but most parti-
cularly in depressed areas, Jesus, the squat-
ter that He was, mingled with the lowly

crowds . . . the little people — the laborers,
the fishermen, the unemployed, the bums
of his day.

He wanted people to epen their eyes and
witness the deprivations around them. He
urged them to speak their minds out on
every conceivable issue of the day. He opted

(Page 2. please)

POLITICAL POT BOILS

Elect

Metro

- -

Gov’r-Laban

JUSTICE CECILIA MUNOZ-PALMA ASKS

What are our options todoy?

(Homily delivered by relired Justice Cecilia Muiioz.
Talma during the Liturgical Celebration in comniemora-
tion of the 31st anuiversary of the UN Declaration of
Himan Rights under the gquspices ol the Kilrsan Para
Sa Katarungan at Kapayapaan (Ecumenical Movement
for Justice and Peace), December 10, 1979, Christ the
King Seminary Chapel.)

To open my little talk, fters of God and my bro-

let me quote this passage thers and sisters In
from verse 6, Psalm 102 Christ:
of the great Solomon: Can there be a more

“The Lord secures jus.
tice and the rights of all
the oppressed."”

Most Reverend

fitting thought than this
verse to describe the ga-
thering in this House of
God. calling on the Lord

NATIONALIST ALTERNATIVE

The death trap

by RENATO CONSTANTINO

Minis-

PART 1V

Following the dictates of the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, the Philip-
pines has given all sorts of incentives demanded
by transnationa] corporations. Under the Investment
Incentive Act, the Export Incentive Act and the For-
eign Business Regulations Law, full foreign own-
ership is permissible in pioneer industries, in Export
Processing Zones, in firms which export 70 per cent
of their products, and in areas which are not consi-
dered overcrowded, Certain rights and privileges are
given to foreign investors, including “repatriation of
fnvestment and remittance of profits, Interest pay
ments, and repayments of loans; guarantees against
expropriation and requisition; protection from and
action against foreign dumping; preferential treat-

(Page 6, please)

* HOW AMBASSADOR FERNANDEZ
TRICKED FILIPINOSINUSA .. P2

to secure justice and
freedom for the Filipino
people at a critical pe-
riod in the country’s his-
tory, as well as for the
whole of mankind.

We call on the Lord at
a time when the world is
on the brink of another
global war, more terrify-
ing than any other in the
past, when the greater
bulk of humanity is in
the throes of either a po-
litical or a religious per.
secution, bathed in blood

POETESS—Victorig

cld AB Literature student of La
who has been consistently winning in
poetry and essay-writing contests

and misery, victims of
internal or external for
ces of oppresson, of greed
for power, and lust for
wealth,

We call on the Lord
when our own people at
a point in their crisis go-
vernment find them-
selves at the crossroads,
and are faced with the
question as to what op-
tions to take: a status
quo, or the use of vio
lence to effect a change,

(Page 5, please)

The opposition Lakas ng Bayan (LABAN)
last week strongly advocated the election of
the pesition of Metropolitan Manila Governor
new being held by the First Lady, Mrs, Tmel
da Romualdez Marcos,

This developed ag candi-  reportg that vavious oppe-
dateg of the miling party sitfon groups throughout
Kilusan Bagong Lipunan  the country have forged
(¥BL' are expeelerd te  an  agreement to field
fuce a stiff fighy in  the 1lhdir owy candidates under
forthcomirg  Januiry 30  an umbrella organizaticn
iocal elecicns  following (Page 5 please)

Human rights in
the Philippines

(The following article originally apneared in the Oclober
27, 1979 jssue of The author,
editor of the same magazine, recenily visited (ke Philippines

America a former associate

after completing a lerm as visiling professor at the Inierna.
tional University of Tokyo, He is a Jesuit—ED)

by C. J. MCNASPY, S.J.

The tourist to Manila Lincoln Center, to beach-
quickly finds everything es &and entertainment
to satisfy — a sort of hard to match elsewhere,
South Sea paradise. Ja- And all this with no sug.

panese agencies, in fact, gestion that Manila's

promise package tours
offering specific delights
unmentionable in the
West, One can move in a
circuit of the world's re.
putedly finest hotels,
through a cultural cen-
ter larger and more ele
gant than New York's

slums rival in horror
those of Calcuita, I have
seen both, Over 1,485,000
squatters, in fact, live
under subhuman condi-
tions in the 256 slums of
Metro Manila, Some ru
ral areas with no oppor-

(Page 4, please)

AWARDS

Philtranga names ‘WE’

‘Newspaper of the Year

WE-Forum and three of
Ite columnizts bageed Lhe
(ollowing melia awards gi
by the Philippine
Transition Government
Assoclatioyy,  (Philtranga)
during appropriale ceremor

“Vicky" Veloso is @ 19-vear
salle  University
the school's

Ve
“n

nies held last Wednesday

(Dec. 19);

1. “Newspaper of the
Year" for “its courageous
exponence of liberty and

freedom under a regime of

(Page 5. o'ease)
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Editorial

JESUS CHRIST WAS A SUBVERSIVE
(from page 1)

for a free exchange of opinion and ideas,
convinced that the truth will make men free.
He was not fettered by conventions nor un-
daunted by the ugly talks about his sanity.

He did not possess any wealth. In fact,
He was considered a vagrant. But the peo-
ple who believed in him, in His ideas, in His
credibility and honesty, offered food and
shelter to Him and His growing number of
proteges who were known as apostles.

In seeking out his vision, many people
in the established order and those who want-
ed to maintain the status quo, collaborated
to persecute and prosecute him.

He was called a lot of names. Activist.
Non-conformist. Professional Agitator. Sub-
versive.

Because He believed in justice, He let
Himself be hailed before the courts to face
His accusers. His apostles were rash. They
wanted to revolt. But He cautioned them.
They laid down their arms.

What were the charges against Him?

That He conspired to overthrow the gov-
ernment. That He protested vehemently ag-
ainst the excesses and corruption of the oli-
garchs and power-wielders, against oppres-
sive and abusive decrees and laws.

His trial was a mockery. He was never
given a whit of a chance to defend Himself.
All forces were marshalled against Him.

He was detained. And while under de-
tention, He was tortured and humiliated.

But He took all this degradation calmly.
For every abuse heaped upon Him, He
gained added strength. He did not lose his
dignity. He stood pat on His conviction. No
amount of torture could break down His
spirit. After all, He was fighting for the ul-
timate in human endeavor.

The power-hungry, the military, the elite,

the “malalakas”, the oppressors and sup-
pressors, had their way. He was sentenced
to die — on the cross.

Jesus Christ fought — and died — for
freedom, for justice, for truth, for love,

Today we commemorate His birth an-
niversary, And us we, Filipinos, remem-
ber Him, let us ask ourselves: Was the sa-
crifice of Jesus Christ worth it? Do we have
freedom, justice, truth and love in our
midst?

WE Is published weekly by the J. BURGOS ME
DIA SERVICES with editorial and business offices
at Mezzunine, National Press Club Bldg., Magallanes
Drive, Intramuros, Manila. Tel. No. 47-45-33. Recen.
teved as a second class mail matter at the Manila

Central Post Office on Nov, 27, 1878. PCPM Certl-

ficale of Registration No, 387
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: P24, one year; P12, 6
months

JOBE G. BURGOS, JR.
Fublisher.Editor

IO SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH
A VISION,

AND SHARE

BEST FROM THE DAILIES
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Daily Express

THE T"'RICKERY OF AN AMBASSADOR
By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR

Several Filipinos resid
IME 1L de0s :31.;:;'..1(.‘:1'- el

sl smarung

LU, die
iwom the trickery pulleu
un them by Alnbassador

Avmando reroandez, con
sul gencral 1y thar Amerr-
can city who suigemanaged
that well-publicized lavish
dinner held Oclobey 28 in
henor of the First Lady
Mrs. Imeldz Romualdez-
Marcog then barnstorming
in the U.S. mainland.

This bit of news was re-
ported by an LA, Filipino
torthnightly newspaper
named Philippine Press in
its Nov. 16-30 issue.

It appeared that the
more than 3,000 Filipinos
whom we all saw in atlen-
cdance during the dinner
over our local television
stations and their “rousing
welcome’ splashed on the
front pageg of Metro daily
newspapers. were actually
“irvicked” mnto attending
the extravaganl dinner at
the Los Angeles Hilton. It
turned out that Fernantlez
issued invitations for i
free dinner on the pretex.
that it was in eelebration
nl his birthday

Whey, the guests poured
in, they never got the ink-
img that they were sup-
posed to welcome Mrs,
Marcos whosze presence In
the hotel wag reportedly
kept under wraps. It was
cnly after the dinner was
served that Fernandez an
nounced the First Lady's
presence, heralding her as
hi¢  “surprised  birthday
pifi" to the crowd

“ L -

Herc are excerpts of the
Philippine Press news-
story:

"Iy a display of extrava-
gance never before wit-
nessexd ipn this city, parti-
tions of three big ball-
roomg at the Los Angeles
Hilton were dismantled
and converted into one
huge banquet hall to ac:
commodate the large
crowrd, and only the best
dinner wag served tg them.

“The menu included
prime rib and champagne.
A check with Los Angeles

IHilton disciosad that Lne

nocel charged 318 per head

including tax and service.

AL 3,000 heaas the bill 1o
tallea $54,000.”

The newspaper also quo-
ted some of the guests’
reaction to the glittering
affair,

Said a club president:

"l should not have come
if they had told me that
they were going to take
TV pictures of us cheering
Mrs. Marcos. This is con
trary to my political be-
lief and Fernandez should
have the decency to tell
the truth. It is now clear
tc me how the Marcos re-
gime operate to continue
o deceive the Filipino
people.”

A prominent Filipina ci-
vic leader was also quoted

“It is a shame that they
Iiad to use whatever little
money th2 government has
for a lavish dinner which
was not necessary at all
As it was. they made us
lock like a bunch of free-
leaderg asking government
favors and licking thejr
boots. Why not use the
rmeney, to feed cur starving

people back home? The
dirner was useless and
wasteful "
- L] -
Bulletip Today colum
nist Nick Iineiso, a wvery

rond friend. has eomment-
ed in his December 20 en-
Tumn:

“The three-vear-old
"WE' dubbed as the ‘natio-
nal weekly forum of (ree
expression’. provideg  the
martial law administration
with a good argument
that there is no curtajlment
nf prese freedom in the
Uhilinpines today.”

1 think my friend Nick
-.-and a host of others -
<hould go deeper to exa-
mine the lssues involved.
While it is true that WE

has hern publishing eriti-
cnl stories  against  Mr
Marecos' martial law re-

and printing the op-
position's views on matters
of naticnal Interest with-
out interference or censor-
(Page 5, please)

rime

VIEW-
POINT

IS DICTATOR SHIP FOREVER?

8y RAUL M.

Ihis columy thanks Jime
Iy ae la Rosa — DZBl3s
devonaire-acior turned ra
oo comunentator for al-
fording the 1BP  Greater
Manila reglon with invalua-
ble airtime over his pro-
gram every Saturday mor-
ning from 7.30-8:30 AM.,
o reach oup people who
needd legal advice in  the
most inexpensive and ex-
peditious way, Considering
that the IBP is fielding
lawyerg  with impeccable
credentials iy, Jimray's pro-
gram to answer phoned in
cuestions ug well ag perio:
nal interviewg with people
who, otherwise may not be

able to afford legal ser-
vices, I am certain  that
pur people will fing  this;
program very useful and

calalyst
feeling

b lﬂ(l
Jus-
reach

could serve as a
to the growing
among ouwr destitute
ignorant masseg that
tice ig bevond their
luday.

I am very proud. indeed,
of the board of officers of
the IBP chapters in Graat-
er Manila «g we!ll as ‘the
lawyers who have volun-
tarily offerzd their sarvices
in the legal 2'd program
which ig the cornerstone
of my administration 23
Governor of thes regicn.
Despite their ausy  daily
schedules, chapter presi-
dents and officers—start-
ing with QC President

GONZALEZ

Dading Peralta, Manila |
Fresident Eq de Lean. Ma-
nila 1l Preswient Bobby
Yuseco and Manila 11l
President Jose Papa and
otier orficers like Elias
Fernandez, Vic Pulido of
Manila 1V, Attys, Leovillo
Agustin and Dave Calvario
ot QC have been braving
Le mippingly cold Deceln:
Ler morithiygs W 'usi Lo
the staulon every Sawraay
oIMming w 4o puuac st
vice, | think witn lawyers
like them in my region.
there is hope for the poor
and the oppressed.

Mr, Maircos has made a
caregorical announcement
peloie the FPlilippine Lo
lumbiay, Associaton  that
e wih not lify  Marnal
Law, Uszing the uevelop-
mments i odher parts ol
world as nlg  excusce,
M, Marcos saia thay he
gnes nop care what  the
people here and abroad will
say aboul him bug he will
“rol gismantle authoriia-
rianism”,

Thig is a sad
for our

Ve

develop-
country, in-
weed, So much hope had
Lbeen pinned iy that  oft-
repeated announcement of
Mr. Marcos that he will
lift martial law—per hﬂpb
within the next 18 months
because he “does not want
to leave martial law as
his legacy to the Filipino

(Page 5, please)

mient

THIS ISig
MY OWN

LITTLE GREEN APPLES

We ask our people to get behind the plow
And engage in food production

But why then do we allow

The export of food that we need

And engage in food deduction?

Or did God fill our waters with prawns in

His bounty

So we could export them and feed another

country?

We have never systematized

The handling and growth of local bananas
To feed our own people

But we reserve large tracts of land

For the development of huge plantations
In order to feed other nations

Our people must have a priority
Over the fruits of our own soil
They must have a priority
Over the fruits of their own toil
A protective policy on food

Will give our people a lift

At this time of the year

It will come like a gift

For only a Filipino First Food policy
Can make our people’s Christmas Merry
Not those little imported apples from

China —
or even cherry

joaquin r, roces

1979




MANILA

Hot contest in Metro

I he colming Jah, dU Jocal
clecduns Wil be noay cone-

wsied in e aour Ciules
atd 1d Wwwie ol Melra SNi-
miid. Lol Wle  Idjoriny
Iiols ane Lhe uniteg oppo.
silioll will be Leluplg can-
digaieg lur

vice-mayor who have

mayur and
¥ nol
unly distinguishied them-
suelves bul who
sess  political glamor,

On the part of the KBl
the talk 1s that the party's
Central Commilice. heac-
cd by President Mareos

als0  pos-

himsell, will thoroughly
screen the 17 incumbent

mayorg 16 determine who
among them would haye

winning Tl
decision oy who will — be
seleeted miny be made this

chance at

Dee. 20 when the Cantrs
Committee meets in Mala-
canang,

A the chairman of the

Metro Manila regional com
mitiee of the party 1 po
wir, Mrs. Marcos will havp
a mg Say 1n who will I
chosey official candidates
She will have tg carry the
major sharg
sibility 1n
party through to victors
Of the 17
mayors, five or
said to be sure of  being
chosen ag  official KBIL
candidalee: Makati Mavo

of the respon
carrying th
neumbenl

six W

SR AL

Pres. MARCOS

ANgmesio Yaout, Pasa, Cl

Ly Mayor leblo  Clpeta
.\'.':n .Ju n .\'i.-‘_\'- | Jost |-f|
Isirada, Caloocan Acling
City Mavar Virgilio I’ o
Digs aad .\1Il1;|.|.;-IL|;|'| Mo
yor Maximino Argana

I'he rast will & sCredcn
e (heronplly, Mes Mt
coR recenlly declared that
a gurvey will b conducted
on how they sland  with
their constifuents.

Th is the probabllity
thor those mavors  who
will nol be fielded will be
given e assignme=ls
and replaced wille the per
song Lo be picked ag offi
cial canlidates in order
thot the 1ntter could start

their electlo, campaign

The list of possible can
didates for mayor being
considered I'I\- the KBL,

hierarchy include Forejig!
Minister Carlos P. Romulo
and Assemblymen Arturo
M. Tolentino. Gerardo Es.
pina and Emilia  AYello
Supreme Court Justice An-
tonio Barredo's name s
also belng mentjoned

On the part of the oppo-

silion, the talk is that the
biggest names among anli-
martial law crilics will be

lielded, such as  former
Senatore Francisco ‘Soc’
Rodrigo. Jovito  Salonga
and Jospe W, Diokno  and

formap Congressinen Nepe
uinoeof pur sajEzuor)y el
ILoces,

Iormer Senator Benieno
Aquine mily rup for gov:
ernop of nie  native prov
vince of Tarlae while for-

mer Senalor Gerardo Ro-
vas may do the same in
Capz

The eleciion in Metro
Manila will ocenpy center
considering ‘that the
capd] ang 1ls  economic,
; (e country's
and

sLUE,

L n||,;-r.'1.., ig

rolimons. educational

heartland
b

puadatacl

Mhere will plee-

(ve positions of - sanggus
nipp members in Metro
dungla  Prosnient Marcos
has announced that a spe-

vislacve boedy will be
erialod oy the mie-
(ropolitan area. Assemhly-

eniire

man Ariuro M Tolentino.
however, has conloegled
(hie decision saying I hat
thiere 1e no legal  impeds
ment to having the sang*
fiiniap continue In ecach
cily and town

Moeause of the short
time beotween  now  and
oloction dav on Jan. 30
brh KBL and unifed ops

Y.051110n arg expecl il 1o e
loci their candidates for
mavor anfl \i('l'r'l'lil_\:t'il‘ be-
fere the end of December.
Dy Jan, 2. the campaign
will ba in full

EXPROPRIATION
IN CALOOCAN

SWINng.

(LY iy Ll al

12 Ly Mayul VLo
o uDges 1s sdndiig oo e
AL e Cainiilesaon

uh Week L approval w
i Al Ul aisiace pro
vidge Ior the X "ullll
Plopy OF Lauul) sqquury: Ime-
s [ Ll Nueeded Lo
e cueumlerenial roact
F5" | bukid area,

Uhe mavor ig 1aking this
slcp dpon  Erning thal

e ol e owners of the
linds are objecling to the

ol prajeet passing
Llhwough thepe properiies

'he executive orainance,
the mayvor said, will  in-
Ciurie a proviso .-IEJIJ]'I;-]II'E."..

ling P12.000 1o he {lf']lll.\il

efl in court in support of
the expropriation of thoe
120,000 square meters. He
siaid that the moment the

money is deposited, the i
Iy will immediate
possession of the lands st
that  the Iimplemeniation
of ithe projecy could conli
nie,

Under an
"']"._..

tulke

exisling  de
, i exproprialing pro-
coedings: once a deposit of
10 percent of the value of
the property lg made, the

government ean lake pos.
gsession of the pProperly
Rohleg smid  that  the

P12.000 deposit is based on
1he value af M
ey meter af the

15g05e0¢]
square

\.a_
the

land or ap aggregate
lee of PL2OLUV  for
L40,000 square meters.

He said that the survey
ol Lhe sax-kKilometer road
liug wlrcady beep ilnished
ane construction staited.
IHe said thal by March
next year, the cucumieren
tiol ruad will already be
passable to tratlie.

The road starls in Ba-
rangay Kaybiga and ends
11, Barangay Camarin,
passing  through  Baran.
gays Llano. Deparo and
li:f;;u;nhnng_ In Camarin,
e road will join an exist-
ing (horoughfare going to
Tala.

CRDINANCE ON
PFAY PARKING

Qireet areag in the four
municipali-
will

cities and 13
ties ol Metro Manila
Lo sel asive ler vehiculas
parking with pay. under
the rules being drafted to

ymplement the ordinance
promulgated by Metro

Manila Goy. Imelda E
Marcog last week

Ismael A, Mathay. Jr,
assistant to the MMC  go-
vernor, is drawing up the
rulee which are expeeted
1o be finished before the
end of the year

The Metre Manijla Traf-

Lier Lperations Leler un
der ealy. Antonle  Bice
1w, executive  dyrector
will designate the streel
secliong where  parking
will be authorized. Bicenio
tuld the Mail that he will
cupsuly the police  siation
i eacnh ¢y and own on

Lhe matter:

Under the parking ordi
nince, parking fees are "2
loy the first hour and Pl
for cach sueceeding hour.
il not 1o exceed P10 a
day. Out-of.schuol  Kaba-
taang Barangay members
will be employed ag park-
ing attendants,

The first streets to be
used for pay parking will
be T.M. Kalaw, Pedro Gil.
Tafl Avenue and
Poulevard ang the streets
withip thig area, accerding
to Mathay, Jr. Certain

Roxas

sireets iy Chinatown  and
in downtown Manijla may
follow next.

After Manila, certain

thoroughfares in  Quezon
City will be designated,
followed by Makati, Caloo-
capn ang Pasay, The rest
ol the towns will then be
altended to.

Only one side of a de
signated street will be
used lor pay parking, Th
parking spaceg will be
lincated with white
KE attendants will record
the vehleles using the
parking spaces. According
to Execulive Director Bi
cenio of the traffie opera-
conler will
be issued by the attendants
o the driver of each ve
}lil'lt‘

lo-
lines

tiekets

The astimated colleetion

of P40000 a day will bo
divided belween the loeal
governmenis and the MMC
after operiling  expenscs

are deducted.

Fly this flag,
proudly
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1935 CONSTITUTION

Democracy in RP

By

DR JUAN M., ARREGLADO

Governor of Philconsa and
Secretary-General of Philippine

Ambassador

Introduction

Scienlists
apreed 1hat the Law
Nuature was inevitable, and
sleady progress and the
cireunistancees ol lite cons-
pleed L make us teel that
ey were right, but, s
wo nll Know 1ow, the new
('.uv_nldcn Age uld nol arrive
Coniempora-

and preachers
ol

s pri dicted. =
ry aevelopments make Us
toarful that sclence may
out o be the Greal

Ler'n
than Uni-

Diegtroyer rather
versal Savier.
The most ominotis threat
o our society and eciviliza.
uln‘l is wrapped up in lhl.’
world-wide struggle now
going between {wo  anta
:.'--ni.édic and mutually ex-
:‘h:si\'c views of the gold
life. After many decades
of costly siruggles for the

ailainment of our che-
rished den ol {reedom
angd independence, and at
1l clos? of whar Wwe
thought was a sueeessivl
wayp lot ‘he establishmenl

of these ideas we  now
walke up 10 discover them
under a relentless and ag-
pressive atlack by a hos
!‘i‘.'.- view of life p-}ssc.-c_::sml
of greal scCic ntifie, 11‘11“1;.1_
ry., econumic and emolo”
1'::'.1 potential and ‘.-'l._’l_rl:!ﬂlll
of the freedom and inde:

pendence  we  pri‘e s0
much.

Reluctantly we are  €O-
ming to undetstand that

for us, Kilipinos, it 1s no
more academic debaling
contest, Without ouy will-
ing 1, nay against our
ewn wishes, we have no
other choice but to resort
{0 force in order to defend
our Free Way of Life, And
because we have had no
experience in the past that
prepareg us to this 1ype of
contest. we are still mill-
ing about iy ¢ nsiderable
confusions, unable vet to
cope wisely and effectively
with a hostile ideology
with such torce and virill
{v ng Internat mnal Come
mimizm. Consequrntly, we
sitffer moments of national
jitters which make us lose
al 1imes our =ense of na

1ional diYection But we
must bp eareful npnt  to
inke these too =eriouslvy.
considering the novelty of
our new role as an  Inde.
pendent people and  the
faet that we are just bes
ginning tn grow i, wizdom

ae an infdenendont neople
The 1935 Constitution
The very act by which
the 1935 Constitution was
created was one of belief
n democratic freedom
and individieal  ingtintive,
The framineg of that Cons=
titution was not achieved
Tt was the re
of eenturiee of strup-
e by poonlp against
the nrocess-g of autneracy,
Tt was ereated

Iier aecident
c11ly

alr

in arders to

Pive every man In aur land
the chanee ae any other
man fn exerclse  mastery

aver hig fortune

The architects of the

Association
PART I

1935 Constitution were not
crackpots mouthing stray
theories developed in the
heat of the momesnt out of
sincere, carciul  stu.ents
agitated minds. They were
¢l history who were sensi-
yive to the implications of
the long and torturous pro-
cess by which mankind,
from his earliest days, had
struggled  for  freedom.
Their best thought embo-

died ip the Constitution
was the fruit of genera~
tiong of bloody struggle.

It was the culmination ol
the highest and best inLel:
lectual angd moral  eftort
the wilipino has ever exer:
ted in the field of govern
ment.

Under the 1935 Consli
tution,, our gavernment 1s
vrgamze] on the principle
that the people, the ot
as indjyidials, are
cndowed by their Creator
with  cerlaly inalienable
rights as to life, hberty
and property, However,
being sensible Lo the dan-
ger that their descendants
would grow lax and begin
to surrender  theip God.
given rights of representa-
nve government, civil and
religious  freedom, the
framers of the 1935 Cons-
titution ereated, as a safe
uard, a constilutional go-
verament willr  sufficient
checks and balances to
prevent the centralizatjon
ol power and the usurpa.
tion of liberties ']'hf'\, proe
vided two levels of govern.
ment —- the national and
the local. They placed the
of power as close
as possible to the people
so that the people may
more easily eantrol their
local and national govern.
ment. It was their desire
tn set up, not an elective
despotism, but a govern-
ment founded on fres prin-
ciples, and in which the
powers of government are
sn divided and halanced
among several bodies, so
that no one could {rans.
cend  their legal limits
effectually

LT1S,

center

without being

checked and restrained by
the others,

It was to be a govern-
ment of celegaled powers
only, and the people, by
the Constitution, forbade
and intended to forbid the
national government doing
anything not specifically
authorized by the Consti
tution. To try lto make
tloubly sure that the na'io-
nal government would not
regiment its citizens and
invade their rights as free
men, a Bill of Rights was
adided to the Constitution.
This was actually a “Bill
of Prohibitions’  specifi-
cally prohibiling Congress
making laws impairng
these rights Thus, the
traditional theory of our
government was and Is
that the rights of the peo.
ple as to their individual
freeddums are personal and
inslienable; that these are
retained righis and not
pgrants from the govern:
ment, and therefore, are
no{ subjeet to change or
modification unless the
Copstitution be changed
by the people themselves
tind cannot be given away
or modified by the Presi-
dent even with the appro.
vil of the Congress They
are not liKe monies fron
taxes, subject to disposi-
tion by the President and
the Congress. Thes> basic
rights belong to the peo.
ple. and are reiained by
the people evepn as against

the government itself,

I, the history ot  the
world, governments have
accordad freedom te  the

individual citizens, only if
forced to do so or il the
sovereign for the time
belng felt so inclined. The
previous concept of the
scope and power of a govr
ernment wasg that it had
inherent rightg and fune
tions of ifs own. But by
the Constitution and the
Il of Rights only certain

specific and limiteg funcee
tiong were conferved upon
the officialy of the gov-

ernment

(TO BE CONTINUED)

Residence tax
payment rule

taxes  which
are nvallable stariing Jan
2. 1980, whether from na.
tural or juridical persons,
must be paid iy the place
of residence of the indivi
dual or in the place where
the principal office of a
Juridical entity is located

This wag sitressed by
MMC Assistang for Finance
Maure G. Calaguio in  a
memorandum  whichh  he
has issued to the eity and
municipul {reasurers of
Metranolitan Manlla, 1le
sald that the place of poy
ment of a resgidencs tax is

tesidence

clearly spelled out in Sec,
35 (d) of the Local Tax

Code, as amended.

In his memorandum.
Calaguin instruected all ci.
ty and municipal treasu.
rers fo mount an informa-
lion campaign among all
taxpayers to make them
buy their residence certifi
caleg In their place of re.

sidence or place of busr
ness.
The MMC official ob.

served that such campalgn
is neccessary  because In
previoug years, tax collec
torg Ifrom other towng and
provinces had invaded Me-
tro Manila to gell residence
certificates.
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BUSINESS DIRECT ORY * LEGAL NOTICES
Republic of the Philippines
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Branch XVII-B Quezon City
TESTATE ESTATE OF
LELPIDIO P, CLAVECILLA, SR,

Testator,
Sp. Proc. No. Q28790

VIRGINIA J, CLAVECILLA,
Petitioner,

bt - — e e o = XK
ORDER

This is a petition filed by petitioner Virginia J. Clave
cilla, thru counsel, to approve the will of Elpidio P. Clave.
cilla, Sr. The petition alleges, among others, that petitioner
Virginia J. Clavecilla has been named the executrix; that
{o the best knowledge of petitioner, the said deceased left
properties, both real and personal with the approximate va-
lue of TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND (P200,000.000 PESOS,
Philippine Currency,

It appearing that the petition is sufficient in form and
substance. let the hearing of the same be set on January T,
1080 at 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon, before this Court sit-
ting at the New City Hall Bldg., Quezon City, on which date
and hour aforementioned all interested persons may appear
and contest, either in writing the last will and
testament of Elpidio P, Clavecilla Sr,

Let a copy of this order be published at the expense of
the petidioner in the “WE”, a newspaper of general circula
(3) consecutive weeks.

orally or

once n week for three
SO ORDERED
Quezon City, Philippines, November 28, 1978,

LINO L, ANOVER

tion

Judge
(D¢ 8, 15, 22, 1979
Republie of the Philippines
IN THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Branch XVI — Quezon City
IN THE MATTER OF THE INTESTATE

ESTATE OF FAUSTO A. UY,
SP. PROC. Q27587
ROBERT L. UY,
Petitioner.
X . — e o 5

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
of Administration having been
above entitled case in favor of ROBERT L.
Nicanor A. Roxas St., Quezon City
NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN requiring all persons hav
claims for money against the decedent Fausto A. Uy,
from contract, expressed or implied. whether the
same be due, not due, or contegent, for funeral expenses or
rxpenses  for  the last sickness of the said Fausto
A. Uy, and judgment for money against him, to file said
clalm with the undersigned Branch Clerk of Court, Court
of First Instance of Rizal, Branch XVI, Quezon City, sit-
ting at the 6th floor, New City Hall Building, East Avenue,
Diliman, Quezon City, within six (6) months Irt&m date of
tirst publication of the notice, serving a copy upon afore-
mentioned Robert 1. Uy, the
the of the decedent,

Let the Notice be published at the expense of the peti
tioner in the newspaper of general circulation selected by
raffle in the Province of Rizal and in this Cily, once a week
three consecutive to which this
assigned after a raffle duly held pursuant to
Rep. Act 4569, as amended by Rep. Act No. 4883, and further
timended Presidential Decree No. 10, dated October 11,
1972.

Witness the Honorable Sergio A. F. Apostol
this Court, this 3rd day of December, 1979

Letters issued in the

UY of No. 67

ing
arising

appointed Administrator of

eslate

{in (3) weeks, newspaper,

Notice was

by

Judge of

(Sgd.) VIRGINIA M. PAGOROGON
Officer-in-Charge
CF1 Branch XVI1 Quezon Cily
Dec: 22, 20, 1079; Jan, 5, 1080

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

An application for authorily to engage in the busi
ness ay Independent marketer of LPG Ly aulcinotive
with Combined Motor Services, Inc, as proposed
dealer hag been filed with the Bureau of Encrgy Uty
livation as of Sept 18 1979

Unless otherwise reschieduled upoa prior nctice, the
Burcuu ol Energy Litilizatien at the 51h floor, Eleclira
dlouse corner Esichar Herrera St Legaspi Village,
Makauti, Metro Manila, will hear the application on Dec
20 1979 930 AM

Any opposition to the application must be in wrl
ting verified and filed with Lhe Bureau of Energy Ut
lization at least five (5) days before the aale of hear
Ing.
dv Opddor:

s

RUREAL NOF ENERGY UTILIZATION

Der. &, 15 & 22. 1979

HUMAN RIGHTS..

tunity to Dbetter their
lives ang nothing to re-
turn to, since life in the
country ls even warse.
Happily, I was able to
visit Manila as an obser-

ver, not a tourist. My
hosts were conscientious

Filipino and foreign so
cial workers and profes
sors from several univer.
sities, scholars of high
competence and integri-
ty. They provided me
with results of scholarly
research (some not yet
published), generously
allowing me tp use it in
this report. Perhaps
more, they escorted me
by “jeepney’” and on foot
through Tondo. and the
Constitution Hill and
San Pedro Resettlement
Areas, and other slums
the existence of which T
could never have suspect

ed.

It was, ironically, the
Constitution Hill area
that T found most de

pressing. The people €x-
isting there had been for
cihly removed, not from
the spot where the muil
ti.million-dollar National
Assemblyv huilding is be
inf constructed, hut
from within sight of if
Many Filipinos find this
huilding  farcical. since
their countrv has been
under martial law since
1972, and there seems no
reason to put up vet an
other monument to Pre
sident Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos's extravagant preten
tions. Nine babies died
during the evietion, but
oyesores are not allowed

to hefoul the area near
Government or tourist
structures.

One priest friend and
I walked in the mud af-
ter our jeepney dropped
us where the road
stopped. People wel-
comed us cordially, since
they knew the priest who
serves them and several
other slums, Despite des.

titution the children
were all smiles for us
As we entered the com-
munity center. built by

the people with no Gov.
ernment aid, the mood
chaneed. There on the
hench lay a corpse, lov-
ingly watched over by
widow and children. The
man had been killed byv
a hit-and-run driver, and
the community was ral-
lying fo help his stricken
famliy, Since their hut
wne too small for a wake,
indeed too small for a
family, they used the
center, T was to discover
later that this was by no

means Manila's worst
sluam.

Martial law was pro
claimed hy President

Marcos on Sept. 21, 1972,
The official tourist ma.
nual explains that he did
this “faced with a break

down of Iaw and order,
increased subversive ac-
tivities with a growing

foreign-bhased support
and secessionist  move.
ment in Muslim Philip-
pines.” While it is impos
sible to prove, many se-
rious scholars are per-
suaded that Mr. Marcos
himself, nearing the end
second and last
term, fomented the proh
lem that eave him the
to proclalin mar-
tial law, Theyv point out
that his own books fore
told every step. Further,
he has never shown any-
one the “secret

nf his

exXeuse

docu.

(from page 1)

ments” that are alleged
to have proven the exis.
tence of a conspiracy.
This “conspiracy,” he
asserts, represented a bi-
zarre coalition of what
he calls “rightist oli-
garchs"” (i.e., the families
of Mr. Marcos’s political
rivals: Senator Benigno
L. Aguino, who has been

in prison since 1972, anq
Eugenio Lopez Jr., im-

prisoned until his recent
esecape), Maoists. the
Muslim National Libera-
tion Front and certain
unnamed “eriminal cle
ments.” In the “riots”
cited by Mr. Marcos, and
which his own men may
have engineered. exactlv

one person was Killed,
apnarently by accident.
President Marens's

hook Todav's Revolufion
— Demoeraev, published
a vear hefore he declared
martial  law, presented
the hiueprint of what ho
stvled the “New Socisty
wnd makes it clear thai
fhis New Society must he
authoritarian, Ti hag
heen, in fact. dietatorial
and in the word of manv
nhservers, tvrannieal,
James B, Reuter, S.J.. di.
rector of the National Of
fice nf Mass Medin in the
Philinnines, told me: “We
fio not martial
in the Philippines
thine in  martial
wotlld allow the

dent to aholish the Con
rress and geld the judi
ciary by having every
fudee in the country, in-
cluding the Supreme
Court, tender their resig-
nations and inform the
Supreme Court that it
had no authority over
him in anything. Nor
would martial law give
him the power of ap-
peinting  all  governors,
all mayors, all ‘barangay’
(village) captains. Nor
does martial law give the
President the right to
rmle by decree. We don't
have martial law in the
Philippines, We have a
total dictatorship. We
have tyranny.” Little
wonder that Father Reu
ter’s office was raided by
the military, with every-
thing readable impound
ed, and his paper, The

have law
Nn
law
Presi-

Communicator, closed
downn.
What have seven vears

of the Marcos New Socie-
ty cdone for the country?

A number of Imposine
Government buildings
and posh hotels have
been built, to be sure.

One sees few superhigh-
ways, half-finished paved
roads and an impressive,
new but unfinished in.
ternational aijrport. In
short, a facade pros
perity,

In Manila the average
real wage is af 4()
percent lower than it was
in 1972. Aceording to Uni.
versity of the Philippines
ceonomist Emilip Jurado.
cven skilled workers are
now living at the povertv
level, with barely enoueh

of

[l‘:|‘\‘-i

food, no monev for me
dicine or for givine chil
dren more than an 8th-
orade edueation or more
than one chanpe of
clothes per vear, In the
country econditions are

worse, Todav G8 percent

nf all Filinino houszehold=
live below the poverty le
1.0
workers

have
by

vel. To
standards, shop
wonuld have to
wages increased

Tllfl]]'ll 1‘;’1'}“)

a6

percent, even the privi-
leged construction work-
ers by 47 percent, Only

the military have not
suffered.

After seven years of the
New Society, according

to the Food and Nutri-
tion Institute of the Phil
ippines, 70 percent of the
population suffers from
malnutrition, the erause
of 40 opercent of all
deaths, Accordineg to the
United Nations Food and
Agriculture Administra-
tion, Filipinos’ average
diet is 270 ealories helow
the minimum daily re-
anirements as deter-
mined by the World
Bank. The Asian Devel-
opment Bank finds Fili.
pino ealorie consumptinn
the lowest in all of Asin

even helow that of
Bangladesh. Meanwhile,
monev (from taxes and
from T11.S. aid) goes lav
ishlv in to extravacant
Government buildings
and inta Iuxury hotels.

Perhaps more hideons
is the total susnension
of civil rieghts, The con-
stitutiona) ruarantees of
freedom fTrom arbitrarv
arrest ang imprisonment,
freedom nf sneech, of as
semnblvy and of the press
have been suspended or
otherwise rendered inef
fective, Thonsandeg hpve
heen held for extencded
periods. months oven
withoiit Tor
and treat
of prisoners sus-
of =ubversive pe-
have fullv
documented by Amnesty
International a n.d other
objective agencies, while

1new

or
trial
ahusive

AR i
fure
ment
nected

tivities heen

rases are regularly
reported hy the under-
ground press. Many pri-
soners have disappeared
without a trace, Others
known to have died
violent deaths while un
der interrogation. All of
this T have from sources
well known to me and
whom T consider unim
peachable

Thus., it was not sur-
prising that the Intermna
tional Commission of Ju-
rists, in their report pu
blished in 1977 in Gene
va, concluded: “The pre-
sent Covernment s now
employving the  power
granted to it by the Con
stitution not primarily to
protect the nation from
‘invasion, insurrection or
rebellion imminent
danger thereof, when the
public safety
but rather to perpetuate
t he personal power of
the President and his col

are

ar

requires it)’

laborators and to in.
crease the power of the
military to control Phil-

"

ippine society
Recently the Solleitor
General admitted that at
least 4,000 mpolitical de-
tainees are being held.
There is, of course,
way to know the exact
numbeyr There are 70
known stockades, as well
“provineial  centers"
whose number cannot be
calculated. In acddition,
the military has what are

no

cuphemistically called
“gafe houses” for “tacti-
cal interrogation.” Presi
dent Marcos, of course,
denies that there arve any

“political prisoners.” This

may be simply a matter
of sophlstle definition,
since they are not rec.
koned political prisoners
until formally charged,
while any number of
months of “preliminary

(0

investigation' may go on

Only four cases have, in
fact, reached formaj trial
since martial law was de-
clared. The Philippines
are, of course, a physical
ly beautiful archipelago,
Inevitably, the term Gu
lag pops into mind.

Somehow, unlike the
situation in the Soviet
Union, information is

not impossible to secure.
For one thing, the out.
cide world enjoys easy ac-
cesg al least to the ele
gant part of Manila and
other tourist areas, Scho-
larship, while inhibited,
is not controlled. An un-
derground press thrives,
though precariously,
since one never knows
when the military will
mave In. One surviving
publication (that is, sur-
viving as I write this) is
named WE. Published by
courageous Christian
journalists, it attempts
to give important news
throttled by Government
censors.  For  example.
when Manila’s amiable,
unradica)] Cardinal Jaime
Sin spoke 1o the world
nress while I was in the
Philippines and criticized
the Government, Ve
knew about this only
through WE. Otherwise
we snould not have been
aware that the Cardinal
state: “Our New Society
is martial law. At firsi
there was a desire to get
rid of the ollzarchy, hul
oW have a
of oligarchs

we new

the

sel
— gene
relatives., Proesi-
dent Marcos disregards
ibe Constitution. There
is need for democracy
here. I ask the President
Lo prepare the way
step down, to make our
country truly constitu
tional.” A bhrave thing to
say, indeed, But in a
country overwhelmingly
Catholic, the Cardinal
collld hardlv be arresied
when he stated: “Marcos
is a brilliant man, but
who to stay
in No man lives
forever. We are asking
him to normalize tha ne
litical life of the Philip

rals and

to

one wants

nower

pines, following the es-
tablished norms of the
Constitution Otherwise,
many fear that he will

be succeerded by a milita-
1y coup.” Repeatedly T
wondered whether this
ovely conntry was in a
Somoza lile
There
medinte
Mrs,
control over
eeems nhsolute
the 50 olio:
control the countv's eco
nomiec ourely
behined the recime. Jesult
Tohn F, Do-
lierty's volume on the in-
terlocking directorates

situation
mny be no
clanger to My
Marcos, Their
the miilitary
Further,

-

and

irehe who

1i[ arp 8¢

sociologist

Lhat control the nation's
cconomy and his maga
zine lehthvs have not

been refuted (nor has the
f

magazine yel
down, despite threats)

been closed

Even more serious i3
the constant assault on
the minds of children

that is obviously part of
the authoritarian tech-
nique, An elaborate Pro
gram for Youth Leaders
includes  intense semi-
niars that resemble other
brainwashing devices.
The youngsters are made
feel privileged, sta.
tioned in huts with a sin
ple electric bulb eentral
ly controlled, deprived
of  watches or . other
means judginge  time,
macle live only in

(Page 5, please)

1O
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HUMAN RIGHTS..
(from page 4)

groups and march in
step. At the center of
each hut is a huge plc-
ture of President Marcos
as “Father of Youth Ba-
rangay.” The young peo-
ple rise at 4:30 AM,, and
after two hours of drill
and calisthenics are giv-
en vigorous indoatrina-
tion in the program of
the New Soclety, hearing
endless speeches of Pres-
ident Marcos. On the last
day, the First Lady, ITmel-
da Romualdez Marcos,
makes a graduation
gpeech concluding with:
“Who is the savior of the
Republic?” Their res.
ponse; “Marcos!” Youth
are taught that Philip-
pine history really began
with Mr. Marcos. Their
Barangay Brigades are
treated to a ceremony
known as “exorcizing the
demon,” during which
the sins against the New
Soclety are castigated
and burned in effigy. A
further initiation cere-
mony includes a dark
room with only an illu-
mined picture of Mr. and
Mrs. Marcos; on a table
are a book written by
President Marcos and a
skull; the youth are led
in blindfolded, tapped by
an official and made to
take an oath to the New
Society and pledge to se-
crecy;: finally they sien
their names, sometimes
in blood, in the book.

More than one educat.
ed TFilipino told me that
the only hope for relief
from New Society tyran-
nv lies in the church,
Several bishops in re-
mote dioceses are coura-
eeously outspoken, Signi-
ficant is the office of the
Major Religious Supe-
riors, which succeeds in
producing careful docu-
mentation. In 1975, how-
ever, the Press Media Ad-
visory Council, headed by
a local press lord friend-
ly with the regime, hegan
fo exercise tight censor-
ship, requiring religious
superiors to register with
him. The religious supe-
riors’ first publication,
Various Reports, hecame
changed to Signs of the
Times. Tn December 1976,
the military came in
gsome 40 vehieles to raid
their office. Now they
are still able to puhlish
a small bulletin, Infor-
matlonis Causa, sent to
superlors for their own
distribution, Tn  June
1977, Tehthys (Greek for
“fish,” the ancient Chris.
tian acronym) started
anpearing weekly, Conles
rarely get out of the
country, unless mailed in
other envelopes. No one
knows when thls, too,
will be sunpressed.

The first Snaniardes ar-
riving in the Philinpines
reported that “these peo.
ple have no kings,” One
wonders what they would
say were they to observe
the political scene todav,
For the present President
Ferdinand and First La-
dv Imelda enjov far more
real nower and control
than Ferdinand and Tsa.
bella or anv ofther kines
and gueens known to his-
torvy were nhle tn ex
ercise. Few students of
the situatlon saw rensons
to hone for an improve.
ment in the near future.

PHILTRANGA. ..
(from page 1)

nulitary rule where cour-
cive force rather than rea-
son prevads, denials (o the

cournry  nolwithstanding.
2, "Publisher of the
Year'—Jose G Burgus,

Jr tor “his fearless, hard-
hitting and noholds-barvey
publishing of “\WE" whaose
slorieg are mostly anti-
eslablishment inspite of
the a'mrosphere 1mger mar-
tiar law."”

-3, “Columnist of the
Year” —Assemblyman Rue
ben C:mo_y (who writes
the regular “Majority of
One ' column) for “his ve-
nomous columng directed
not only against Premlier
Marcog himself whom he
eve,, challenged to abolisn
the Batasang Pambansa
where he is a member for
allegedly being a  rubber
slamp of Malacanang,"”

4. ‘“Anti-Martial TLaw
Critic of the Year"—Raul
M. Gonzalez (who writes
the weekly eolumn “View-
point”) for “his crusading
sering of exposes against
military abuses which of-
fentimes were tha basis of
probe by the Ministry ot
National Defense.”

Cliairmapn of the Phil-
lranga awardg committee
is former Ambassador
Juan Arreglado. The boarg
ig composed of the follow-
ing: Frankie Grego, presi-
dent; Bishop Mariano Ga-
vicla. Dean Jose M, Arue-
go, Dr. Domingo B. Mad-
dumba, Jolly Ting, Dean
Felicinno Roque, Jr.. Jesus
1. Gali, Salvador Gonzales.
Vicente Layawen, Mons,
Macario Ga  Babynetie
Belgica, Antonio Acpiras
Ante, Dr, Mariano Alimu-
rung and Judge Zacarias
Crispin.

The media awairds are
gvien annually by the Phil-
tranga in recognition of
cutstanding achievements
of mass media men and
women in varioug fields,

PUBLISHER’S

(from page 2)

ship from the powers-that
be, this should not be ta-
L, mean that we have a
fre€é press in the Philip-
pines.

what WE hag done—and
cuntinues Lo do—is lo Lest
the lmits of what Mr,
Marcog hag been bruiting
aboul as the existence of
‘free expression” even un-
cer marhial law, It is a
great risk that we are ta-
khng and I think that
makes a hell of a diffe-
rence. We are not certain
how long we will continue
to publish. In fact, our
permit to put out this
rnewspaper expires on Dec.
51 or a few days from now,
Of courge. we have applicd
for g rencwal of our per-
mit.

At the same time, one
should censider the fact
that WE Is alone in this

struggle for free press. In
a way, we are just a drop
in the bucket among the
country's mass media.

If some other newspa-
pers will follow our stance,
untrammelled in  ventllla-
ting critical opinions and
without tho pervasive fear
that they may face closure
aned thelr publishers and
editorg arrested. then we
can safely say that indeed,
we have a {ree press.

WHAT ARF OUR

or a peaceful return (o
the democratic way of
life under the 1935 Con-
stitution?

The time is too short
for a satisfactory dis-
course on all these three
optlons I am presenting
before you this afternoon
but maybe, I can at least
briefly explain my rea-
sons for the options I re-
jeet and the road I
choose to follow with the
lelp of the Lord.

My brothers and sis-
ters, I reject a status quo
for this means martial
law and constitutional
authortarianktsm ad Infi-
nitum, I do not advocate,
however, the use of vio~
lence to desiroy the staitg
quo nor do I find it de-
sirable to jump into the
bandwagon of political
ideologies other than the

VIEWPOINT... .
f(rom page 2)

people’. Witlt so  many
ready excuses available to
be ted to the controlled
media juslifying the con-
tinued imposition of one-
man rule in thig country.
1 think we should just for-
get about all hopeg for
the eventual refuly of de
mocracy in this land, I
think jt will be a long,
long time before freedom
will be restored in this
country and, in the mean-
time. let us just kiss de-
mocracy goodbye.

" - .

Unknown to many in the
legal circles, the worst in-
cuisition has bsen going
on inside the sanctum
sanctorum of Malacanang
in the course of the inves-
tigations being conducted
by the military on the al-
leged anomalies in _ the
Professional  Regulations
Commission According to
highly rzliable sources, in-
terrogations are being
conducted on the members
of the various Board of
Examinerg by military in-
terrogators from 9:00 in
the morning continuously
until midnight while the
persons being subjected to
interrogationg do not have
the benefit of counsel as-
sistance. Scmelimes one
persop is subjected to in-
terrogation for 3 to 4 days
continucusly, everyday
from 9:00 to midnight and
I understand that the mi-
litary inquisitors will not
stop the questionings un-
less the subjects give the
answerg that they want to
be given.

Sometimes | cannot be-
lieve these stories under
a government —supposed
to be of lawg and not of
men. Unfortunately these
thirgs happen and we are
helpless to give protection
to the victims of these
injustices because thz in-
vestioatisns take  place
from public accessibility,

- * *

1 am wendering, Why is
it taat General Prospero
Olivrs. Metroenm chief is
now the one issuing AS-
€0's? 1 understand that
even as far ag Leyte, the
ASSO issurd by the gene-
ral is being used, ag in the
arrest of former Vice-Ma-
vor Quintero of Tacloban
City. Only recently no less
than Defense Minister
Juan Ponce Enrile =aid
that onlyy Mr, Marcog can
fasuip the ASSO. Tf even
the Defense Minister re-
fraing from issuing ASSO
ran A mere general do jt?

(from page 1)

democratic way of life
ordained under the 1935
Constitution. These are
the options I am taking
at my crossroads and
these I affirm on this
day when we commemo-
rate the 31st anniversary
of the promulgation of
the United Natlons De-
claration of Human
Rights.

In a Proclamation is-
sued by President Ferdi-
nand E. Marcos on Sep-
tember 21, 1972, as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces of the Phi-
lippines, and invoking
the powers vested upon
him by the Philippine
Constitution of 1935
(Art. VII, Sec. 10, par.
2). he placed the entire
Philippines under mars
tlal law. The constitu-
tionality of his proclama-
tion was upheld by the
Supreme Court in the
case of Benigno S, Aqui-
no Jr. and others and
several accompanving ca.
ges declded on Dec. 17,
1974, and as a member
of that Court at that
time T concurred in such
a decision prineipallv on
the ground that there
were factual hases for
the proclamation of mar.
tlal law. subiect, however,
to the limitations provid-
ed for by the Constitu.
tion, that martial law is
to be imnosed only In ca-
ses of Invasion, insurrec
tlon, or rebellion, or im-
minent danger thereof,
when the public safety
reauires it.

The martial law con-
cept envisioned in the
Constitution was, how-
ever, extended to include
other purposes, such as,
to establish a “new socie-
ty” introduce reforms in
government, eradicate
graft and corruption, es-
tablish a new economic
order to meet the econo-
mic corisis, recession. etc
afflicting the nations of
the world.

Not only these, but un.-
der martal law, the new
Constitution which was
put into effect in 1973
was further amended in
a manner which, as T
stated in my dissenting
opinion in Sanidag vs.
Comelec (Oct. 12, 1976),
was contrary to the pro-
visions of the Constitu-
tion on the amending
process, Inasmuch as the
President did not possess
powers to propose amend
ments to the Constitu-
tion as well as set up the
required machinery and
nreseribe the procedure
for the ratification of his
proposals by the people.

With the 1976 amend-
ments to the 1973 Con-

stitution, executive and
legislative powers were
concentrateq in the

hands of one man. Thus

1) Amendment no. 3
provides that the incum-
bent President who is
none other than Presi.
dent Marcos shall be the
Prime Minister who shall
contlnue as such even af.
ter the oreanization of
the Interim Batasang
Pambansa, thereby, mak-
ing President Marcos
President and Prime M.
nister for life,

2) Amendment no. 5
provides that the Incum-
bent Presldent shall con.
tinue to exercise leglsla-
tive powers untll martial
law sghall have been lft-
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the lifting of martial law,
the President or the
Prime Minister may ex-
ercise legislative powers
even during the existence
of the Interim Batasang
Pambansa or the regular
National Assembly when.-
ever among others in hig
judgment there is need
for immediate action on
any matter.

In additlon to the con-
centration of executive
and legislative powers in
the hands of the Presi-
dent and Prime Minister,
he exercises Hkewlse a
stronghold on the judi-
clary. Under Sec. 9 of the
Transitory Provisions of
the 1973 Constitution,
the Incumbent members
of the judliciary at the
time of the promulgation
of the 1973 Constitution
may be replaced by any
new appointee simply at
the pleasure of the chief
executive, In fact, even
one who has been ap-
pointed to the bench af-
ter the effectivity of the
new Constitution can be
dismlssed from the ser-
vice as in fact it did hap-
pen in the case of one
ludge of the Court of
First Instance whose al-
leged resienation was ac-
cepted although ng such
resienation had ever been
filed.

I need not stress the
evils or dangers of abuse
and tyranny which can
spring from concentra-
tion of absolute power in
the hands of nne man or
group of men to the mi.
sery of the governed.

A noted writer and au-
thor, the former Miss
Beth Day, savs in her
book that the Philinnines
Is the shattered showcase
of democracy In Asla.
This being true, I submit
that democracy in our
country has to be res-
tored, for the TFilipino
people in thelr  Constifi-
tions of 1935 and 1973
vowed and pledged fn es-
tahlish a government to
secure for themselves
and prosperity the hless
ines of demoeracv under
the regime of Jjustice,
neace, liberty, and equa-
lity.

The American Consti-
tutional writer, Mr. Ros-
siter. In his bhook entli-
tled *“Constitintional Die-
tatorshin’ which was the
authority cited by the
Sunreme Court in its de
cision In Sanldad vs, Co-
melee, while fustifving
concenfration of power
in the executive in ex
centional  ereuimstances,
warns, nevertheless, of
the dangers of dictator-
ship or anthoritarianism,
even if onlv concelved as
a temnorary arrange
ment In a perind nf erl-
gfs. He savs: “Onep a pom.
stitntianal dirtatorehin ig
Initiated, it i{s inevitable

dubbed “United Natlonal
Cpposition.” =y
LABAN Chairman ex-
Sen.  Lorenze M. Tafada
said Thursday that the
position of Metro Manila
Governor should be placad
oy the block to glve the
residents of the four citieg
und 13 municipalities an
opportunity to elcet their
own leader, and not
through a mere appoint-
ment by President Marcos
“The Metiro Manila Gov-
ernor should get a man-
date freom the people,” Ta-

fiada said. o
Earlier, stalwartz of
the Liberal Party led by
evSens. Gorry Roxas and
Jovilo Salonga and the
Nacionallsta Party led by
former Speaker Jose Lau-
rel, Jr., were reported to
Iave joined forens with
cther oppositioy groups.
(Page 6. pleas2)

that the man charged
with its success will seek
more extraordinary pow-
ers or demand more pro-
cedural readjustments
than are necessary or ex.
pedient, Unwarranted
suspension of rizhts and
unnecessary alterations
of pgovernmental proce.
dures as well as indivi-
dual abuses of emergency
power, are dangers that
must be consistently op-
posed by public opinion.”
(p. 297, Rossiter's)

This same writer stated
certain principles which
are worth considering:

First, that no Consti.

futlional dictatorship
chould be initlated un-
less .it 1s indispensable

to the preservation of the
state and its constitution-
al order. Hence, applying
this to our present situa-
tion, constitutional au.
thoritarianism is not to
be availed of for purpos.-
es of creating a new so-
ciety, or discovering a
new Filipino identity, or
for introducing reforms
in government, or solv.
ing the economle erisis
now gripping the coun-
try.

Second, no constitu-
tional dictator should be
self-appointed.

Third, the measures
adopted in the prosecu
tion of n constitutional
dictatorship should not
he permanent In charac-
ter or effect.

Fourth, the decision to
terminate n constitution
nl dietatorshin like the
declsion to institute one,
chould never be in the
hands of the man who
constitutes the dictator,

For all these reasons
whieh are basically safe-
guards aeainst politieal
tvrannv, | palect a status
1o on constitutional au.
tharifarjanfem.

(TO BE CONTINUED)

EXTRA JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
OF ESTATE WITH FowWER TO COLLECT

Notiee 1s hereby glven that
Sr
ember 28, 1978, conslsting of a savings deposit
EBanco Fillpimo Savings and Mortenge

Eulalic Rassurrecclon,

Manila branch,
clally
Dog

amounting to PG 665.76
geltlecd by his helrs with nower ta enlleel ns
No, 483, Page No, 98, Book No, XTI, Serles of 1978,

the estate of the late
who died Intestate on Sept-
wilh the
3ank, Sta, Cruz,
was extra-judl
per

of Notary Public Domingo A, Mendez of Manila

Dee, 22, 29, 1879 Jan.

5, 1980
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Garapal na
panlilinlang

FRANCISCO “SOC” RODRIGO

Hindi binigyan ni Marcos ng kahit
katiting na “sporting chance” ang
oposisyon sa idaraos na local elec-
tions. Sobra and ginawang katusuhan.

Napakaikli ang panahong itinak-
da upang makapaghanda ang mga
pangkat o mga kandidatong kalaban
ng KBL. Na-sorpresa ang bayan nang
biglang ipinahayag ni Marcos na ang
eleksyon ay idaraos sa darating na
Enero 30.

Bago nito, pinapaniwala muna ni
Marcos ang bayan na hindi kaagad-
agad magtatakda ng eleksyon. Sinabi
niyang pasisiyahan ito sa loob ng la-
bing-walong (18) buwan, Pagkaraa'y
nagpataw pa siya ng mga Kondisyon
o mga “kung” . . . batay daw sa mga
pangyayari sa Kampuchea, Iran,
OPEC, at MNLF. Kaya't walang sino-
mang nag-akalang sa isang buwan na
pala maghahalalan,

Sobrang panglalamang. Labag na
labag sa sportsmanship at fair play.

Paanong makapaghahanda ang opo-
sisyon? Kung tutuusin, kulang pang
isang (1) buwan ang panahong ipi-
nagkaloob . . . matapos bawasin ang
Christmas at New Year holidays.

Imposible; Tantuin nating ang ha-
lalang idaraos, bagama't lokal, ay
pang-buong bansa. Sentido komun na
lang ang gamitin natin. Nagpaparikit
pa lamang ang oposisyon ay ubos na
ang panahon.

Ito'y garapal na panlilinlang .
hindi lamang sa oposisyon, kundi sa
bayan. Paglalaruan na naman ang ba-
van. Lilibangin na naman ang tao sa
kunwa'y halalan . . , ngunit “lutong
Makaw' para sa KBL at kay Marcos.

. “ »

Isa pa. Ang ginawang {to ni Marcos
ay paglabag sa Art. XTI, C, Sec. 6 ng
kanya na ring 1973 Constitution —

“SEC. 6. Unless otherwise fixed by
the Commission in special cases, the
electlon period shall commence ninety
days before the day of election and
shall end thirty days thereafter.”

Maliwanag na ang bhumahalangkas
imismo ng 1973 Constitution ay nani.
niwalang SIYAMNAPUNG (90) ARAW
ang karampatang panahon sa kam-
panya. Ang Kalkulong ito av batay sa
sitwasyong normal, {.e.,, ang mga la
plang naglalaban ay kapuwa organi
sado at kapuwa may pagkakataong
gumamit ng media (TV, radyo, peryo-
diko) at iba pang mga kasangkapan
upang marating ang bayan.

Ngayong ang oposisyon ay masya.
dong gipit at agrahyado; ngayong na-
sa KBL ang lahat ng mga bentaha,
hindi baga’t lalong marapat na ipa-'
sunod ang nasabing taning?

Bagama’t ang probisyon ay may ek
sepsyon, le. “Unless otherwise fixed
by the Commission in special cases”,
labag din diyan ang ginawa nl Mar-
cos, sapagka’t —

— Hindl ang Commission on Elec.
tions, kundi siya (Marcos), ang nag-
takda ng taning na lubhang kulang
sa 80 araw; at

— Ang eksepsyon ay dapat pairalin
lamang sa “special cases”: hindl sa
normal na eleksyong lokal na idaraos
sa buong bansa.

L]

L -

At isa pa. Ni hindi malaman kung
ano ang kapangyarihan ng mega local

officials. Ano ba ang poder ng mga
provincia] governor at municipal ma-
yor? Walang liwanag, Tila mga pi-
ping galamay lamang sila ni Minister
Rono ng Local Governments; ni Mi-
nister Imelda Marcos ng Human Set-
tlements; ng Army . . . at ng diktador,

Katuwa ang katayuan ng local of-
ficials. May pananagutan sa bayan
ngunit walang katumbas na kapang-
yarihan.

Ang lalo pang malabo ay ang kata.
yuan ng mga mayor sa mga siyudad
at munisipyo ng Metro Manila, Nasa
jlalim sila ni Gng. Imelda, bilang Me-
tro Manila Governor. Si Gng. Imelda
ay hindi kailangang magkandidato sa
darating na eleksyon. Patuloy siya sa
pagiging Metro Manila governor, ka.
hit hindi humarap sa halalan, Ang
mga mayor lamang ang pagsasabu-
ngin, habang panatag siya sa kanyang
puwesto.

At, sapagkat hawak ni Gov. Imelda
ang kapangyarihan, ang paglalabanan
lamang sa halalan ng mga mayor ay
kung sino ang magiging mga gala-
may niya. At, natural, ang sinomang
mayor na hindi papayag na maging
piping tagasunod ng gobernadora ay
hindi makapagdudulot ng biyaya sa
kanyang siyudad o munisipyo.

Kaya't masyadong agrabyado ang
katayuan ng kandidatong hindi ka-
sapi sa KBL. Bukod sa napakahirap
sivang manalo, magiging napakahi.
rap pa rin ang kanyang katayuan
kung sakaling siya’y manalo.

Sala siva sa lamig, sala sa init. Ka.
pag hindi siya magpapakumbaba kay
Gov. Imelda, wala siyang maidudulot
na mehora sa bayan. Kapag siyva na-
man ay susuko, lilitaw siyang taksil
sa diwa ng oposisyon . . . pagbaka sa
diktadura at pagtatanggol sa demo-
krasya.

Naito pa ang Isa. Habang isinusu-
Iat ko ito, hindi pa kumpleto ang
pagpapatibay ng local Election Code,
Hindi pa malaman Kung ano ang mga
reglamento ng eleksyon.

Gagamitin na naman daw ang
“hlock voting”? Napakalaking benta-
ha iyan para sa KBL,

At wala pang liwanag kung aling
mga partido ang maaaring paggami.
tan niyvan. Puwede ba ang Liberal at
Nacfonalista? Puwede ba ang LABAN
sa labhas ng Metro Manila? Hindl pa
alam.

w» “ L

..Heto pa ang isa. Ang Batasan ay
nagpatibay ng probisyong nagbabawal
na magkandidato o makilahok sa ha-
lalan ang sinomang nasasakdal sa bin-
tang na rebelyon, subversion, etc, ka-
hit wala pang sentensyang pinal,

Maliwanag na ang tina-target nito
ay si Ninoy Aquino. Batay sa' nasa-
bing provision, si Ninoy ay hindi la-
mang hindl makapagkakandidato, ni
hindi siya papayagang makilahok bi-
lang lider o taga-tulong sa kampanya.
Takit ba naman! Masyado ba ang ia-
ltot ni Mareos kay Ninov kahi!
io'y nasa looh npe bilangguan?
At, hindi ba labag ang ganyang pro-
bisyon sa “presumption of innocence"
sa Konstitusyon?

ELECT METRO. ..
(from page 5)

notably LABAN, the splin-
tered group of Pusyon Bi-

suya (Central Visayas),
the Philippine Alliance

and the Concerned  Citie
zens' Aggrupatiop of Zam-~
bomnga (Mindanao and Su-
i:). under the “United
National LIpPpPosiLioil
(UNO).

It wag learned that the
UNO's central commitiee
is now in the process of
gereening the candidates
{throughout the country.
A- stake in the elections
are positions for provincial
governors, vice goveinors
niunicipal and city mayors,
vice mayors and members
of the Sangguniap for ci-
tics, towns and provinces

Where a member-party
of the UNO is slrong and
considerg a particular area
ite bailiwick, it will select
its own candidates, accor:
ding to a spokesman, But
{he campaigp will be con-
certed, each party coniri-
buting to the election of
{he opposition candidates,
he stressed.

The following opposition
leaders are expecled to be
draited by the UNO:

Bulacan—ex-Rep. Roga®
ciano Mercado; Tarlac, ex-
Rep. Jose V. Yap; Pam-
panga, exRep. and Cus-
{yms Commissioner Jose
iLingad; Isabela, ex-Rep.
Melanio Singson; Nueva
\iizcaya, Jose D C deron,
locos Sur, ex-Vice Gover:
nor Pablito Sanidad; Nue-
va Ecija, exCon-Con dele-
gate Rebeck Espiritu: La-
guna, ex-sen. Wenceslao
Lagumbay or ox-Rep. Ma-
el Concordia.

In Central Visayas the
names of probable candi-
dates are s'ill being screens
ed although for the gover+
notship of Cebu, former
Con-Con Vice President
Nap G. Rama is being con~
sigered, The Mindanao
candidates are hikewlise
being formed upon the re
commendation of both the
Philippine Alliante and the
Concerned Citizens' Aggru

patjon.

For Metro Manila. ine
[ollowing are probable
cundidates:

Manila Mavor — ex-Sen.

Ramon V. Miltra, ex-coun-
¢ilors Gemiliano Lopez.
Jr and Cesar Lucero:
Quezoy City Mayor —
ex-Sen.  Francisco “Soc'
Rodrigo and Ninl Quezon-
Avancena. daughter of the

late President Manuel L.
(huezon;

San Juap Mayor -—Juan
Sumulong I11;

Caloocan Dr., Antonio

Martinez, a LABAN candi-
date during the IBP elec
tions;

Pasay — Former Vice
Mavor Eduardo Calixto;
Paranaque— former Co-

melee Commissioney Jajme
Forrer;

Pasig—maovie actor and
radio commeniator Rod
Navarro,

Rizal Governor—Iformer

Congressman Neptali Gon®
7alez,

The oppositiop  group’s
candidates for other Lowng
of Metra Manila are still
keing deliberated upon

Meanwhile. Gemiliano
Lopez, Jr., a former Man-

In  councilor last week
secored the Marcos adml-
nistration for the continued

partieipation of tha baran
gavs in partisap politics.
e charged that thisg is
ihe constifutional
provision hanning civil ser-
vanls from aclive partisan
fair and impartial election

aeainet

THE DEATH TRAP.... (from page 1)

ment of registered enterprises by the government's
financial institutions in extending loans; and provi-
sion for employment of foreign nationals for a period
of five years.” Over and above these, there are fiscal
incentives: pioneer firms are exempt from all taxes
except income tax and post-operative tariff protec-
tion; exporting companies are entitled to additional
privileges such as tax credits, tax deductions and tax
exemptions, The Philippines has also been borrowing
larger and larger amounts from international finan-
cing institutions for the infrastructure projects re-
quired to attract foreign investments. Recent Philip-
pine history has been one of chronic indebtedness;
the country’s external debt has in fact risen from
$2 billion in 1972 to the astronomical sum of $8.375
billlon as of March, 1979.

The IMF, with its capacity to control and disci-
pline borrowing countries, has tremendous powers of
intervention in the domestic life of a nation. Besides
possessing vast financial resources of its own, it func-
tions as an international credit agency. This means
that if a borrowing nation refuses to follow the eco-
nomic policies charted for it by the IMF, not only
the IMF but virtually all other sources of credit in
the capitalist world will be closed to it.

An IMF guarantee of good behavior is the magle
key that opens the money vaults, including that of
the World Bank. The reason for this confidence in

the IMF’s judgement lles in the fact that this
body is dominated by capitalist states which supply
three-fourths of its financing and control two-thirds
of the votes. This fact alone should indicate for
whose benefit IMF really operates and should dispel
the naive belief that it Is some sort of impartial in-
ternational arbiter of economic questions.

On an international scale, the IMF consigns the
underdeveloped nations to a system of debt slavery
and never gives them the necessary credit to allow
them to set up basic industries of their own. At the
same time, international cartels are given all sorts
of incentives to come in and “develop” the country
and even to take over local firms. These countries
cannot undertake real industrialization and their
economies are kept us dependent as possible on their
creditors.

When the IMF extends credit facilities to stabilize
the economy of the borrowing state, it merely gives
temporary relief. New loans are granted and old ones
rescheduled to alleviate exchange difficulties and to
allow the country to continue importing from the
advanced capitalist nations. This affords a temporary
breathing spell until the next crisis occurs, at which
time the IMF will arain go through the same carrot-
and-stick routine.

In effect, therefore, what appears as a generous
accommodation to bail out an economically distressed
country is really a clever scheme to manipulate its
domestic policy to make more profits for the real be-
neficiaries of the IMF: the creditor nations and their
global corporations, No wonder perceptive observers
characterize IMF tactics as a modern form of piracy,
a hold-up of naive victims by nations that pose as
the saviors of the world.

Because the Philippines is a chronic debtor, she
has not been able to resist the pressure of the Amer-
fean.dominated IMF to devalue her currency, The
successive devaluations of the peso follow the same
pattern imposed on other underdeveloped countries.
Foreign corporations reap huge benefits from this
policy because they pay less for the primary products
that come from the underdeveloped area since their
dollar buys more than before. On the other hand, de-
valuation raises the cost of living for the people of
the country with the devalued currency. Since their
money buys less, imported products are dearer and
the price rise invariably affects even the locally-pro-
duced goeds. As a result, the people have to work
longer hours to be able to buy what they need. For-
eign profits are made at the expense of the local
population who experience a further depression In
their living standards.

Another windfall for foreign corporations is that
devaluation makes it cheaper for them to buy into
or buy out local businesses which are suffering re-
verses precisely because devaluation has suddenly in-
creased the costs of their foreign components and
the peso equivalent of their foreign loans.
Devaluation and the Working Man

IMF.imposed devaluation, coupled with inflation,
has tremendously undermined the value of the peso.
As a result, the real incomes of the working people
lag very much behind the rising prices. The Central
Bank itself declared that compared to the peso in
1972, the peso in 1978 was worth only 46.51 centavos.
The decline in the value of the peso in effect meant
that the P11 the Metro Manila worker was getting
in 1978 was only P5.43 in terms of 1972 purchasing
power, According to the Wage Commission, the min-
imum wage in 1979 should be P19.78 just to equal
what the pg that the worker received in 1972 could
buy. Even this P19.78 is a far cry from the P26.18 a
day needed to maintain a family of six at the poverty
threshold in Metro Manila in 1978.

(TO BE CONTINUED)
serve the public. their mosi
important function being
to promote peace and or-
der, ‘““Accordingly, they
stand in the same position
as civil servants and there
fore should refraiy from
partisan polities,” he
stressed.

politics. “In the interest of
I am making an appeal to
President to prohibit  ba:
rangays from actively en-
gaging in partisan politi-
cal activities in the coming
clection)’ Lopez said.

Lopez, Jr. sald the
rangays were created

ha-
to
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