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such contestations have been resolved has had decisive consequences on the 
dynamics of capitalist development and the welfare of subaltern populations 
in the region since the 1980s: one can readily compare the Philippines’s 
protracted developmental doldrums since the mid-1980s, due to structural 
adjustment and the most extreme degree of liberalization in the region, with 
Thailand’s and Malaysia’s favorable developmental performance throughout 
the same time period, which were partly linked to their more interventionist 
policy regimes. By decontextualizing neo-Weberian views from this policy 
register, Glassman inadvertently misrecognizes the bases for several of its 
conceptual formulations and shortchanges the broader contributions of the 
said approach.

These last remarks are hardly meant to exonerate the expansive 
literature on the developmental state of its weaknesses. Our understanding 
of the underlying conditions of East and Southeast Asian development has 
routinely underemphasized the role of geopolitical and security imperatives 
as well as their entwinement with the (re)consolidation of conservative class 
forces and political elites across the region. With Drums of War, Drums of 
Development, readers and scholars have Jim Glassman to thank for authoring 
the most comprehensive and trenchant account to date of the militarist 
underside of the Asian Miracle.

Jerome Patrick Cruz
Department of Economics, Ateneo de Manila University

<jpdcruz@ateneo.edu> 

E N R I Q U E  N I Ñ O  P .  L E V I S T E ,  E D .

Education for a Globalizing Asia: 
Challenges and Opportunities
Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University Press, 2019. 104 pages.

“A country can only move as fast as its slower members” (80). These words from 
a Japanese friend cited by Fr. Bienvenido Nebres, SJ, in his essay, “Education 
for a Globalizing Asia,” resound as the Philippines confronts the disheartening 
results of the 2018 Programme in International Student Achievement (PISA), 
an international assessment initiative by the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD). Since 2000, the PISA has been one 
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of the global benchmarks for quality of education. The latest results reveal 
that the Philippines ranks lowest in literacy and second lowest in both science 
and mathematics, a painful reminder that unless Filipinos address the basic 
problems that plague the education system all efforts at internationalization 
are not only superficial but also futile. This lesson is the overarching theme 
of Education for a Globalizing Asia: Challenges and Opportunities, a 
compilation of papers from the Eighth International Conference on Asian 
Studies organized by the Ateneo Center for Asian Studies (ACAS) in 2016, 
which includes Nebres’s eponymously titled piece. 

Four years after the conference, the issues raised by the papers compiled 
in this volume remain relevant because they present both the challenges 
and prospects of internationalization as they are translated into the different 
aspects of academic life, from general practices to more specific initiatives, 
in the educational systems of selected Asian countries. The compilation 
begins with an introduction by the editor, Enrique Niño P. Leviste, director 
for research at the Institute of Philippine Culture of the Ateneo de Manila 
University. The six chapters that follow tease out bold conversations 
on underlying forces and motivations that seem to direct the course of 
internationalization trends and initiatives. 

Theresa B. Alviar-Martin and Mark C. Baildon’s chapter, “Issues-
Centered Global Citizenship Education (GCE) in Asia,” examines 
the different models of global citizenship education in three countries: 
Singapore, Bhutan, and Japan. They claim that top-down models, such as 
instrumental and morally grounded models, are underpinned by neoliberal 
and nation-centric ideals that deprive citizens of real engagements in critical 
global discourses. Singapore’s instrumental model uses GCE as a tool to 
establish state-promoted national identity and unity, while the morally 
grounded or spiritual model, like Bhutan’s GCE, promotes values and ideals 
that bridge political and religious worldviews of citizenship. Alviar-Martin 
and Baildon advocate a cosmopolitan model of global citizenship education 
rooted in an issue-based critical discourse, affording students a situated view 
of global issues that affect them as both citizens of their respective countries 
and members of the global community. It would be interesting to examine 
under the same lens the provisions for GCE in the Philippines under 
the institutionalized National Service Training Program (NSTP) and the 
newly instituted K–12 curriculum. This evaluation can be another area of 
exploration for researchers. 
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Lukas S. Ispandriano and Martin Loffelhol’s and Danilo Arao’s chapters 
examine the impetuses that propelled internationalization in Indonesia and 
the Philippines, respectively. Ispandriano and Loffelhol’s “Internationalizing 
Higher Education in Indonesia” traces the historical development of such 
initiatives in Indonesia by focusing on a single university, Universitas Atma 
Jaya Yogyakarta (UAJY), and probing how national and local initiatives 
are operationalized in the context of one of the country’s top-ranking 
universities. This chapter presents the strategic and deliberate efforts of 
UAJY in internationalization, which started with initiating and cultivating 
international linkages and then proceeded to implement mechanisms to 
monitor and strengthen such relationships.

While the intention of the previous essay seems to be the documentation 
of practices and listing of recommendations, Arao’s voice, in contrast, 
is a strong and critical admonition of what he claims as the Philippine 
government’s neoliberal orientation in its educational policies and reforms, 
which leads to the persistent and systemic issues that the country continues 
to face. His chapter, “Globalization, Deregulation and Quality of Education 
in the Philippines,” is an expanded version of a previously published article 
in 2007. Although Arao has exerted effort to use updated statistics and other 
pieces of information (e.g., the most recent 2012–2013 selected basic and 
higher education data), he could have included recent developments in 
his discussion to situate his claims. For instance, he could have considered 
the Mother-tongue Based Multilingual Education, a recent policy reform 
included in the K–12 curriculum that gives priority to regional languages, 
rather than English, as media of instruction in the early grades, and how it 
might challenge his claims.

The chapters of Jozon A. Lorenzana and Nida P. Rodriguez (“Research 
Collaboration and Mentoring at a Distance: Collaborative Practices, Use 
of New Media and Relations among Filipino Researchers”) and Alona U. 
Guevarra (“Asian Novels Go Global”) explore the internationalization 
issues in the specific fields of teacher education and literary publishing, 
respectively. Lorenzana and Rodriguez share the experiences of selected 
faculty members from an undisclosed university in Cotabato City as they are 
mentored in research by more seasoned researchers from Manila and abroad. 
The chapter attempts to situate the issues experienced by the mentees in the 
inequitable distribution of knowledge and expertise afforded by the limited 
resources and opportunities in Mindanao. However, it eventually shifts its 
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focus to the relationship between mentors and mentees, which is driven by 
certain power relations not only in terms of expertise and experience but 
also of age and backgrounds. It also offers, as an afterthought, a reflection 
on Internet-mediated digital communication and how it affects relationships 
negatively, but this assertion is not linked to the earlier points raised in this 
chapter. The context of inequitable distribution of expertise and knowledge 
and the limitations of resources that affect mediated communication could 
have served as a framing discourse for power relations that influence the 
relationships between mentors and mentees. This essay would have been 
more coherent had it foregrounded a seamless flow of discourse through a 
more thematically consistent development. 

Guevarra’s chapter discusses how Asian authors negotiate and 
sometimes compromise cultural identities to cater to global audiences in the 
highly competitive arena of novel publishing. The chapter explains how in 
the global literary market cultural identities become cultural commodities 
that are negotiated by authors to pander to international readers in light 
of the ever-shifting taste of the global market. It claims that some Asian 
authors have succeeded internationally by deliberately diminishing a strong 
“cultural scent” (i.e., making the novel more generic in themes, settings, 
and characters) to make it more palatable to global tastes. In the process, 
certain meanings and values are compromised. Translating works to English 
for global consumption is one example of this concession. Although it 
remains pragmatic as it acknowledges the necessity of this compromise, this 
chapter also cautions teachers who canonize these novels in the classroom 
to acknowledge these realities in publishing and to strive to understand and 
pursue essential cultural identities that are lost or diminished in the quest to 
gain global appreciation and recognition. 

Nebres’s essay, “Education for a Globalizing Asia,” is a transcript of his 
talk in the 2016 ACAS conference. He shares insights from the wealth of his 
experiences in the field and the breadth of his professional relationships in 
various sectors. It is a general commentary on the Philippines’s model of and 
directions for the internationalization of education. He claims that, rather 
than the American model, which is unfit for societies with Asian heritage 
and values, it would be better for the Philippines to look toward an Asian 
model, citing Japan as an example of a possible model to follow. He strongly 
warns against internationalization efforts that only focus on competitiveness, 
as universities race to place themselves in global rankings; institutions in 
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the Philippines have to make sure that the education they offer is relevant 
in addressing local problems and issues, which is their most important goal. 
Given that the nature of this chapter is different from that of the others and 
its theme sets the tone of the compilation, it would have been better to have 
this piece at the beginning rather than in the middle of the volume. The 
other chapters actually elaborate Nebres’s points as manifested in different 
aspects of academic life.

In general, despite the issues mentioned above, Education for a 
Globalizing Asia offers an opportunity for readers to take a closer look at 
this global trend. The authors call for a deeper reflection on the directions 
being taken and the decisions being made by different policy makers and 
administrators for internationalization, all for the prestige and honor of 
being globally competitive at the expense of a more inclusive development 
that should benefit all sectors of society. They remind us to not only proceed 
with caution, but also to pace more prudently in this race. 

Nerissa O. Zara
College of Education, University of the Philippines Diliman

<nozara@up.edu.ph>

P E D R O  L U E N G O ,  T R A N S .  C O N C E P C I O N  L .  R O S A L E S

The Convents of Manila: Globalized 
Architecture during the Iberian Union
Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University, 2018. 293 pages.

Laureled as the best book in history at the 2019 National Book Awards 
organized by the National Book Development Board, The Convents of 
Manila: Globalized Architecture during the Iberian Union reconstructs 
the global, cross-cultural history of the architectural ventures of the four 
traditional religious orders that were missioned in the Philippines: the 
Augustinians, Franciscans, Jesuits, and Dominicans. The author, Pedro 
Luengo, is associate professor in the Department of Art History of the 
University of Seville and a prolific author who has published six other books 
and numerous essays and book chapters on the history of architecture in the 
Spanish empire.

Undoubtedly the work of a brilliant and diligent historian who has mastered 
the Spanish imperial archives, The Convents of Manila is an indispensable 
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