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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

KK 45 / November 2024

Kritika Kultura is pleased to publish for its 45th issue nine articles in the regular 
section and six articles in the Forum Kritika on Beyond Failed Community.

“Broken Bengal: Tropes of Conviviality and Fracture in Bangla Fiction” by 
Maurice O’Connor examines the historical instance of the Partition of Bengal, 
and how—via a reading of Bangla fiction through the optics of conviviality, 
phenomenology, and memory—this trauma was represented and addressed. 

“Alikhan Bokeikhan’s Literary Preservation of Kazakh Identity Against Colonial 
Ideology” by Assem Oksen, Dikhan Qamzabekuly, and Bekarys Nuriman examines 
the oeuvre of Alikhan Bokeikhan—translations, articles, and folklore samples—for 
its capacity to sustain Kazakh literature, language, religion, and cultural heritage 
in the midst of Russian imperialist efforts in the 19th and 20th centuries. Using 
the anthology Poetry in Response to the Pandemic as its case study, “Abide with 
Me: A Social Ecological Perspective in Selected Pandemic Poetry” by Amany 
Abdullah Abdel-Aziz Eldiasty and Eman Ebeida Mohammed Mansour looks 
at the “interconnectedness of social communities and their integration into the 
natural world” during the period of crisis wrought by COVID-19. The co-authors 
consider “social proximity, real-life interaction, and environmental integration” 
as helpful remedies to a “social ecological experience” mediated by virtual reality. 

“Against Social Abjection: Offred’s Empowering Narration of The Handmaid’s 
Tale (1985)” by Saeedeh Esmailzadeh and Maryam Soltan Beyad identifies forms 
and process that result in social abjection and, in consequence, a diminishment 
of autonomy and agency: control over language, disgust consensus, enforcing 
social hierarchies, among others. The co-authors—using Margaret Atwood’s The 
Handmaid’s Tale as their example—highlight the importance of narrative as “the 
most appropriate mode of rebellion” given the novel’s dispiriting conditions. By 
interpreting novels by Tess Gunty, Eleanor Catton, Christine Smallwood, and 
Allegra Hyde, “Climate Change and the Construction of Compromised Agency in 
Selected Contemporary Fiction” by Jessica Murray lays bare the capacity of literary 
fiction to call attention to ever-present issues surrounding climate change, as well 
as the urgency to intervene and engage with these concerns. That said, while fiction 
can represent “radically innovative modes of being in a world” of environmental 
dilemmas, for Murray, “they do not move much beyond this exposure to suggest 
meaningful modes of activisms.” 

Arya Priyadarshini and Suman Sigroha, in their article “Liminal  Childhood: 
Survival and Working-Through the Trauma of Syrian War in A Land of Permanent 
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Goodbyes,” explore Asia Abawi’s novel from the vantage point of object-relation 
theory; the co-authors assert that one generative strategy of working-through 
trauma and loss is when a “distressed child forms a relation with local objects.” Luka 
Lei Zhang’s “Filipina Domestic Workers as Contemporary Working-Class Poets: 
Writing as a Transformative Force” interprets the works of Rolinda Oates Española, 
Ailenemae Ramos, Joan Santillan Amurao, and Janelyn Dupingay and argues for 
the transformative capacity of writing in terms of “(re)claiming agency, dignity, 
and a form of ‘remaindered life-times’” as well as a means to “foster solidarity and 
empowerment within migrant worker communities.” “Caliban Discourse from 
Shakespeare to Java’s Baron Sekeber” by Paulus Sarwoto examines the Javanese 
semi-historical narrative Serat Babad Pati in terms of its capacity to “subver[t] the 
assumptions about racial supremacy underlying The Tempest.” Sarwoto identifies 
strategies such a “stratified Javanese language and staged mimicry” as ways of 
enacting subversions. Finally, “Communication as a Mobile Field: The Critical 
Dialogue and Exchange Between the Vatican Doctrine on Social Communication 
and Secular Communication Sciences” by Joyce L. Arriola looks at the tensions 
and confluences between Inter Mirifica (and other media-related documents 
originating from Catholic Church) and secular communication studies. For Arriola, 
the dialogue between “communication theology and secular communication 
studies” has been flourishing on account of “cultural and political contexts that 
traverse continental and disciplinal divides.”

Guest editor Alex Taek-Gwang Lee’s introductory article “The Failure of 
Community and the Future of Communitarianism in Asia and Latin America” 
explores, by way of a theoretical framework by, but not limited to, Benedict 
Anderson and Baruch Spinoza the perceived shortcomings of community and 
the potential capacities of communitarianism. Lee examines the “complex 
interweaving” between—as well as the limits and prospects of—community 
and communitarianism, especially within political, cultural, environmental, and 
economic contexts in Global South. “From Utopian Enclave to Zombified Island: 
Disaster Capitalism and the Reassertion of Cuban Identity in Alejandro Brugués’ 
Juan of the Dead” by Jungwon Park looks at the contemporary situation of Cuba 
by way of Brugués’s zombie comedy film; Park asserts that the zombies “allegorize 
the traumatic experience of disaster capitalism.” Animated by strategies of humor, 
satire, and social criticism, Juan of the Dead offers forms of national identity 
and community that negotiate between but do not subscribe to state-centered 
socialism and global capitalism. Ki-Myoung Kim’s “‘There Are Different Types 
of Democracy…’: Dialectic of Operation of Democratic Collectivity in Spinoza’s 
Tractatus Politicus” counterpoints Baruch Spinoza with Antonio Negri, and 
illustrates the dialectical operations between “democratic collectivity and the 
role of the multitude.” For Kim, reading Spinoza via Negri opens up new ways of 
thinking about democratic processes, particularly in relation to the capacity of 
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the multitude for self-constitution “re-negotiation of power structures.” Te-Gyung 
Kim’s “Why Must Japan Be a ‘Normal Country’: Reconsidering Article 9 of the 
Japanese Constitution in Inoue Hisashi’s Kirikirijin” explores the novel Kirikirijin in 
relation to its capacity to advance discourses that “challeng[e] and subver[t] Japan’s 
pursuit of becoming a ‘normal country.’” For Kim, Hisashi’s novel offers “strategic 
and critical tool[s]” that interrogate assumptions and values that undergird the 
notion of national identity. Jay Hee-jeong Sohn’s “Why Should We Care About 
Care? Popular Care-Narratives and the Dependency Critique” looks at cinematic 
representations of care work, paying attention to issues such as commodification, 
gendering, and automation that underpin such labor. Sohn advances the notion 
that care work is “interdependent” and involves moving towards “more inclusive 
and equitable” structures and protocols. Finally, “Okinawa Studies in Taiwan under 
Japanese Rule: Focusing on the Use of the Word ‘Nantō’” by Takahiro Teshima 
traces the development, limitations, and prospects of Okinawa Studies during 
colonial era Taiwan. Teshima asserts that while on the one hand focusing on 

“often-neglected outlying islands diversified the discipline, such research agendas 
and protocols had the “negative [effect] of forcing the assimilation of the smaller 
regions into one ‘Okinawa.’”
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