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Elochukwu E. Uzukwu, ed., Mission for Diversity: Exploring
Christian Mission in the Contemporary World. Zirich: Lit
Vetlag, 2015. 246 pp., ISBN 978-3-643-90641-0

The author is a Nigerian theologian and missiologist, a member of the
Congregation of the Holy Spirit (C.S.Sp.), and the first holder of the Father
Pierre  Schouver Endowed Chair in Mission at Duquesne University,
Pittsburgh, USA. He put together this collection of essays and studies under
the title Mission for Diversity: Exploring Christian Mission in the Contemporary
World. 1t appeared as volume 8 in the series Interreligious Studies edited by
the Centre for World Christianity and Interreligious Studies at Radboud
University Nijmegen, Netherlands.

In the Introduction, Setting the Stage — Prospects and Challenges from the
South, Elochukwu Uzukwu contributes the first reflection on “Proclaiming
the Gospel Today — Dynamics and Challenges of Location.” Uzukwu
explains the contribution that Pierre Schoever, who had served the Spiritans
as General Superior from 1992 to 2004, had made to an attentive reading of
the signs of the times for the missionary work of the Spiritans. Uzukwu
writes that “Pierre Schouver dreamed of Spiritans as a group that will
constantly reexamine their history and tradition, for ongoing missiological
revitalization” (9). To apply creatively this insight is not only a guideline for
the Spiritans, but also for all missionary congregations and the whole
Church. Cardinal Peter Turkson, the President of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace, indicates in his contribution to the possible new world
society that can be created when justice is practiced and peace is lived.

The other contributions are organized in four parts. Part I: “Posing the
Hermeneutical Question: Mission, Interculturality, Coloniality and
Theological Method,” starts with Robert Schreiter’s enlightening
contribution on “The Role of Intercultural Hermeneutics in the
understanding of Mission Studies as Intercultural Studies” (29-43).

In Part II: “Impact of Vatican II on Church and Mission,” the first
contribution by Laurenti Magesa is on “Vatican II and the Church in Africa:
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An Overview of 50 Years” (79-98). The Indian theologian Felix Wilfred
reflects on “Vatican II and the Agency of Asian Churches” (99-111). Wilfred is
convinced that “One of the beautiful things about Vatican II was its spirit of
freedom in living out one’s Christian life” (100) and that “the theology of
religions inspired by the Council, if taken seriously, needs to be matched by «
new theology of mission” (107). Michael S. Driscoll;s article on “New Wine in
Old Wineskins: Liturgical Reform of Vatican II” (113-133) gives a good
insight on what has happened in liturgical renewal, studies, and formation in
the Catholic Church in the USA since Vatican II. Kenneth R. Himes OFM, in
his article “Celebrating 50 Years of John XXIII Pacem in Terris: Its Relevance
Today and Tomorrow” (135-149) explains the important topics raised by the
peace-encyclical of Pope John XXIII, like for instance Human Rights,
Common Good, and Peace. For Himes, “an evolutionary process has been
underway in Catholic thinking about peace that has led to seeing connections
with the promotion of human rights and contributing to the global common
good” (148).

Part III on “Mission and Dialogue — Among and With the Nations” is
opened by Peter Phan, who explores an Asian perspective on “The Where,
Why, and Wherefore of Christian Mission Today” (153-169). The Lebanese
theologian teaching at the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, Michel
Elias Andraos, writes on “Christian Communities in the Middle East and
Islam: A Shift in the Understanding of Mission among Eastern Catholic
Churches” (171-186). The Irish mission theologian Michael McCabe S.M.A.
contributes an excellent article on “Vatican II and Interreligious Dialogue: Its
Impact on the World and the African Church” (187-202).

Parc IV: “Mission and Ministry” starts with Bénézet Bujo’s
contribution on “Vatican II and the Challenge of Marriage and Family in
Africa” (205-215). David Ngong, a Cameroonian theologian, responds to
Bujo with an article called “Christianity as Fertility Religion” (217-227). For
Ngong “[a] Christian theological eschatology is an eschatology not based on
procreation,” since it “is based on the life, death, and resurrection of Christ”

(225). The main argument Ngong uses is summarized in his conclusion:
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“The African anthropological or ancestral eschatological context poses
difficulty because human worth and memory is finally not located in the life
of God but rather in human biological fertility. From a Christian theological
perspective, humans are created in the image of God and their final destiny is
to find their ultimate rest in God. This does not depend on biological
procreation but rather on many ways participating in divine creativity” (227).
The Nigerian theologian, James Chukwuma Okoye C.S.Sp., elaborates on
“Priorities of Mission in Africa according to the Second Special Synod for
Africa and Africae Munus” (229-234). Maureen O’Brien, the only woman
theologian among the sixteen authors in this book, concludes with a
reflection on “Relational Theologies of Ministry and Implications for Plural,
Missional Identities” (235-242). Her research and teaching commitments at
Duquesne University focus on practical theology and especially education of
Catholic lay ministers in the context of the Catholic Church in the United
States. O’Brien believes “that North American relational theologies of
ministry need to be informed by merging global perspectives on marginality
and hybridity in order to become truly contextualized and to foster effective
mission today” (235).

The helpful list of contributors at the end of the book has only fourteen
names listed since the Indian theologian Felix Wilfred and Elochukwu E.
Uzukwu, the editor and contributor of the first article, are left out there.
Nevertheless, the interested reader finds useful further information on
fourteen authors, their particular working places, and their field of research
and expertise.

The whole publication with its sixteen contributions from different
scholars—most of whom are teaching and researching at North American
universities, with some coming from Asia and Europe—presents a wide
spectrum of contemporary theological and missiological thought and
reflection which justifies the title given to this outstanding publication:
Mission for Diversity. Exploring Christian Mission in the Contemporary World.
The reader, longing for a deeper understanding of the multifaceted and



Book Reviews 93

diverse reality of Christian Mission in our world today, will be greatly
rewarded for his effort to study the variety of topics offered in this

publication.

Paul B. Steffen, SVD

Faculty of Missiology
Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome, Italy
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