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Sustainable Development in the Higher Education Curriculum: The Approach of 
the Ateneo de Manila University*
  
Maria Assunta Cuyegkeng, Abigail Marie T. Favis, and Emmanuel Delocado 
 
2nd Asia-Pacific Symposium on Sustainable Development in Higher Education 
28 October 2025 

 

Introduction 

Sustainable development is part of the university’s mission, which states that: 
As a University, Ateneo de Manila seeks to uphold, preserve, and 
communicate truth and apply it to human development and the 
preservation of the Earth. 

As it is part of the university’s mission, the university began its sustainability journey 
in 2008, using the theme “reconciling with creation” (Society of Jesus, 2008) as the 
inspiration. So how did we embed sustainable development in our core activities, 
especially in the curriculum? 
 

Methodology 

To answer this question, we studied the documents related to the different aspects of 
the curriculum, namely the most recent revision of the core and major curricula, the 
co-curriculum, and degree programs related to sustainability. 

In studying the documents, we focused on understanding the Curriculum 
Philosophy, the Pedagogy, and the Content. 

 

Results 

Curriculum Philosophy 

The undergraduate education of the Ateneo de Manila University is built on a 
framework that consists of the Core Curriculum that is shared among all 
undergraduate degree programs, a co-curriculum that gives opportunity for action 
(service to the society), and the major curriculum that develops professional 
competencies in the different disciplines. 

The curriculum framework begins with Foundations (exploring and equipping the 
self); followed by Rootedness (investigating and knowing the world). The 
curriculum then focuses on Deepening (defining the Self in the world),and finally on 
Leadership (engaging and transforming the world). 

 
* This 15-minute presentation is a subset of Navigating Towards Sustainability: The Case of Ateneo de 
Manila University. The main paper is what we are submitting for publication in the World 
Sustainability Series of Springer. 
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The core curriculum features two courses that highlight sustainability or sustainable 
development: Science, Technology, and Society and The Economy, Society, and 
Sustainable Development. 

There are also many courses in the Major curriculum that specifically address 
sustainability as applied in the professional competencies pertinent to the degree 
program. More on these courses under the Content of our curriculum.  

The co-curriculum provides opportunities for social and environmental engagement, 
such as service learning activities across many disciplines. 

Pedagogy 

In terms of pedagogy, our approach is not to teach sustainability solely as pure 
content or knowledge, but as a perspective that can be applied to any course. For 
example, the course Systems Thinking for Sustainability teaches Systems Dynamics 
tools using examples affecting sustainability. The course Principles of Strategic 
Management ensures that sustainability is embedded in the tools. Creative Problem 
Solving for Sustainability Management focuses on innovation competencies with 
sustainability applications. 

In most courses, we promote a pedagogical paradigm that begins with Experience or 
going through examples that simulate this experience. This is followed by reflection 
to generate insights. The students are encouraged to apply this as action, often as 
part of authentic assessment or real-world applications. 

One example of this pedagogical paradigm is found in our Collaborative Online 
International Learning for students from Ateneo de Manila and the University of 
Turku. This highlighted the different perspectives when studying SDGs because of 
the context of the universities. For example, food waste and social entrepreneurship 
are viewed differently by Filipino and Finnish students. The exchange of insights led 
to the broadening of their respective perspectives. The collaboration with the 
University of Turku eventually led to the development of a MOOC on Empowering 
Global campuses, which promotes applications on campus sustainability. 

Content 

For the content, we try to make sure that our students learn knowledge and tools in 
sustainability that are needed for action, such as those specific to their discipline, 
systems thinking, creativity and innovation. We encourage students to study 
examples from which they can draw inspiration. Tools from different disciplines are 
adapted to reflect the sustainability perspective. 

Allow me to give this example in the Principles of Management course, where I 
teach about the Balanced Scorecard. This was a tool designed by Kaplan and Norton 
(2009) that helps evaluate strategy and control technique, balancing financial with 
nonfinancial concerns, long-term with short-term concerns, internal with external 
concerns. 

For each perspective, the students are taught to consider sustainability. For the 
Financial Perspective: How can the firm increase market share from sustainable 
products, and increase savings from efficient and circular systems? For the Customer 
perspective: Are there programs that increase customer awareness of the firm’s 
sustainable products? Are there more sales from these sustainable products? 
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For the Internal Business Perspective, can the firm shift to clean and clean-up 
technology as well as circular design? For the Learning and Growth Perspective, can 
the organization learn from innovations to take the lead in next gen clean technology 
or improved circular design?  

The students are encouraged to apply this to changing the current strategy of a 
company to a more sustainable one. Some examples of their output show the shift 
from current strategy of a firm to a proposed sustainability strategies, which they 
named “Lead for Good” and “Strategy for Healing Integral Ecology (SHInE)”. 

Degree programs have included courses that are related to sustainability: 

• Attaining a Sustainable Future with Bioresources (Bio) 
• Just Transition in Climate Resilient Development (DS) 
• Sustainable Development in Culture and Heritage Management (DS) 
• Industry and the Environment (ES) 
• Integral Ecology for Socio-ecological Problem Solving (ES) 
• Sustainability and Social Responsibility (Mgt) 
• Sustainability Marketing (Mgt) 
• Creative Problem Solving for Sustainability Management (Mgt) 
• Right to Food: The Food Systems and Development (SocSci) 

Finally, we have introduced degree programs on Sustainability and Resilience, that 
are multi- and interdisciplinary. 

• Minor in Sustainability (2015) 
• MS in Sustainability Management (2017) 
• Master in Disaster Risk Resilience (2019) 

Discussion 

From all these, we learned that we needed a clear curriculum philosophy in putting 
sustainable development in the curriculum to ensure that all students and faculty 
members get the message. This meant that all students have an awareness for 
sustainable development, which complements their knowledge from the other 
sources. Instead of focusing on sustainability courses as content, we developed a 
perspective of sustainability in the teaching of competencies in different disciplines. 

The approach in most courses begin with Experience, followed by Reflection and 
Action, what we refer to as the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm, There are co-
curricular activities gives opportunity for action. 

We also note that the framework and approach were developed after much 
consultation with stakeholders (about 2 years). 

Because there was a need to develop graduates who would have specific 
sustainability competencies, we developed degree programs in collaboration with 
several departments from the natural sciences, social sciences, and management. As 
a result, the graduates of these programs have taken on leadership roles in 
companies, professional organizations, networks, and social enterprises. 

In conclusion, sustainability in Higher Education needs multiple and consistent 
approaches. As mentioned in our other presentation Navigating Towards 
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Sustainability: The Case of Ateneo de Manila University, our approach to 
sustainability in the curriculum is also CHAP (Cross-disciplinary, i.e., multi-, inter-, 
transdisciplinary; holistic; adaptive; participatory). 

 

 

 

 


	Navigating Towards Sustainability: The Case of Ateneo de Manila University
	tmp.1785289806.pdf.jtBR9

